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MCAG Governing Board
Transit Joint Powers Authority Board 
Regional Waste Management Authority Board

MINUTES


	
	DATE
	

	
	Thursday, February 20, 2020
	

	
	
	

	The regular meeting of the Merced County Association of Governments Governing Board held on Thursday, February 20, 2020 at the Merced County Admin Building, 3rd Floor, Board of Supervisors Chambers, 2222 M  Street, Merced, CA was called to order by Chair Daron McDaniel at 3:00 p.m.

	

	DIRECTORS PRESENT
	MCAG STAFF PRESENT

	Director Daron McDaniel, Chair
	Nav Bagri, Finance Director

	Director Paul Creighton, Vice Chair
	Christine Chavez, Transit Manager

	Director Juan Aguilar
	Eva Garibay, Public Program Specialist II

	Director Lee Lor 
	Stacie Guzman, Executive Director

	Director April Hogue 
	Emily Haden, Legal Counsel

	Director Mike Murphy 
	Stephanie Jackson, Executive Assistant

	Director Joe Oliveira
	Kristina Meraz, Human Resources/Risk Manager

	Director Lloyd Pareira
	Kyle Loreto, Diversion Program Manager

	Director Scott Silveira
	Alicia Ochoa-Jones, Purchasing & Contracts Manager

	Director Mike Villalta
	Mary-Michal Rawling, Public Affairs Manager

	
	Marty Yerrick, RWA Deputy Director

	DIRECTORS ABSENT
	Joy Young, Administrative Assistant II

	Director Rodrigo Espinoza 
	Eric Zetz, RWA Director

	
	

	GUESTS AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
	

	Marci Barrera, County of Merced
	

	Tom Dumas, Caltrans, District 10
	

	Jose Moran, Chonchis Foundation
	

	Ursula Stock, Citizens Advisory Committee
	

	Breanne Ramos, Merced County Farm Bureau
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	* (“Arrived after roll call”)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	1.
	Pledge of Allegiance

	
	

	
	Director Lor led the Pledge of Allegiance.

	
	

	2.
	Invocation 

	
	

	
	Eriz Zetz led the invocation.

	
	

	3.
	Roll Call

	
	

	
	Roll was taken and a quorum was present.

	
	

	4.
	Approval of Agenda

	
	

	
	Director Pareira moved to approve the February 20, 2020 MCAG Governing Board agenda. 

	
	Seconded by Director Oliveira.
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	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Hogue, Lor, McDaniel, Murphy, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira, Villalta

	
	Noes – None

	
	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

	
	

	5.
	Public Comment

	
	

	
	No public comments were received.

	
	

	6.
	Minutes

	
	

	
	a.
	Merced County Association of Governments Governing Board meeting for January 16, 2020

	
	b.
	Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County Board meeting for January 16, 2020

	
	c.
	Regional Waste Management Authority Board meeting for January 16, 2020

	
	Director Oliveira moved to approve the minutes from the January 16, 2020, Merced County Association of Governments Governing Board, Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County Board and the Regional Waste Management Authority Board meeting.

	
	Seconded by Director Lor.

	
	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Hogue, Lor, McDaniel, Murphy, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira, Villalta

	
	Noes – None

	
	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

	
	

	7.
	Quarterly Financial Report

	
	

	
	Nav Bagri presented the Quarterly Financial Report and discussed the following topics:

	
	· Overview of Second Quarter of FY 2019-2020 
· MCAG General/MPO Fund

	
	· Major Revenues
· Major Expenditures
· Measure V

	
	

	8.
	Citizens Advisory Committee Report

	
	

	
	Ursula Stock gave the Citizens Advisory Committee Report.
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	9.
	Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County Monthly Update

	
	

	
	Christine Chavez gave the Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County and discussed the following topics:

	
	· January 2020 Ridership Report
· Operations and Maintenance Update
· Free Fare Programs 

	
	

	
	Stacie Guzman discussed the Transit Reserve Policy.
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	Consent Agenda

	
	

	
	a.
	Approve Project Funding Application Submittal to Caltrans – DRMT for Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program FY 2020

	
	b.
	Authorization of Federal Transit Administration Section 5311 Rural Transit Operating Assistance Grant Application Submittal for Federal Fiscal Year 2020

	
	Director Lor moved to approve the consent agenda.

	
	Seconded by Director Oliveira.

	
	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Hogue, Lor, McDaniel, Murphy, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira, Villalta

	
	Noes – None

	
	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

	
	

	
	Christine Chavez stated that the Transit Joint Powers Authority was awarded with 3 Cutaway Buses. 

	
	

	11.
	Action on Property Damage Claim – Adrian Lopez

	
	

	
	Kristina Meraz summarized the submitted property damage claim and stated that this claim was submitted beyond the statute of limitations and is without merit.  She requested the Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County reject the claim and direct staff to send the appropriate notice of rejection to the claimant.

	
	

	
	Director Silveira moved to reject the claim of Adrian Lopez and direct staff to send the appropriate notice of rejection to the claimant.

	
	Seconded by Director Pareira.

	
	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Hogue, Lor, McDaniel, Murphy, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira, Villalta

	
	Noes – None

	
	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

	
	

	MERCED COUNTY REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

	
	

	12.
	Merced County Regional Waste Management Authority Monthly Update
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	Eric Zetz presented the Merced County Regional Waste Management Authority monthly update and discussed the following topics:
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	a.
	January Tonnage Reports;

	
	b.
	Update on SB1383/HF&H Request for Information (RFI) agency analysis;

	
	c.
	Landfill Gas to Energy Project update; and

	
	d.
	Saturday Service Hours of Operation update.

	
	

	13.
	Billy Wright Landfill Expansion Options - Update

	
	

	
	Eric Zetz summarized the current status of the Billy Wright Landfill Expansion and options that are being explored.

	
	

	14.
	Authorize the Household Hazardous Waste Management Services Contract

	
	

	
	Kyle Loreto gave an update on the Household Hazardous Waste Management Services contract.

	
	

	
	Director Villalta moved to authorize the Executive Director to enter into a three-year contract, with two one-year options, for Household Hazardous Waste Management services in an amount not to exceed $100,000 annually.

	
	Seconded by Director Lor.
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	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Hogue, Lor, McDaniel, Murphy, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira, Villalta

	
	Noes – None

	
	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

	
	

	15.
	Approve the Solid Waste Association of North America California Legislative Task Force 2020 Regulatory Platform

	
	

	
	Eric Zetz summarized the Solid Waste Association of North America California Legislative Task Force 2020 Regulatory Platform asking for approval on behalf of the Regional Waste Authority.

	
	

	
	Director Pareira moved to approve the 2020 Legislative and Regulatory Platform and authorize staff to advocate on related legislative issues on behalf of the Regional Waste Authority.

	
	Seconded by Director Silveira.

	
	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Hogue, Lor, McDaniel, Murphy, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira, Villalta

	
	Noes – None

	
	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

	
	

	MERCED COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

	
	

	16.
	Caltrans Report

	
	

	
	Tom Dumas gave the Caltrans report discussing the following topics:
· Tentative Date: March 17, 2020 – Livingston/SR 99 Widening Project Ribbon Cutting
· Executive Order 20-23 work with jurisdictions for site locations for homeless encampments
· Welcome to new Caltrans Deputy Director of Planning Jeanie Ward-Waller
· Route 99 Business Plan – 110 Projects up and down SR 99
· Active Transportation Planning Grant applications due June 2020
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	Information/Discussion Only
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	a.
	MCAG Newsletter – February 2020

	
	b.
	Calendar of Meetings, Conferences and Events

	
	c.
	MCAG Governing Board Meeting Schedule 2020

	
	d.
	Minutes of the February 12, 2020 Technical Review Board meeting

	
	e.
	MCAG Quarterly Report to Assembly member Adam Gran and Senator Anna Caballero

	
	f.
	Paul Van Konynenburg’s Reappointment Letter to the California Transportation Commission

	
	g.
	Caltrans Draft 2020 State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP)

	
	
	

	
	So noted.

	
	

	18.
	Transportation Planning and Measure V Updates

	
	

	
	Stacie Guzman gave the Transportation Planning and Measure V update and discussed the following topics:

	
	· CTC Commissioner Reappointment Letter
· Campus Parkway Ribbon Cutting
· Highway 152 Safety Task Force
· Westside Commuter Bus Study
· High Speed Rail Business Plan
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	Federal “SAFE” Rule Update

	
	

	
	Stacie Guzman gave a detailed update on the Federal “SAFE” Rule stating that the Rule results in increased emissions that make it harder for California to achieve the State’s climate goals and that the emissions impacts also have implications for the conformity of transportation plans, programs, and projects.

	
	

	20.
	Authorize Contract for Hosted Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) Phone Services

	
	

	
	Nav Bagri gave an update on the contract for Hosted Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) phone service as the current phone services contract is set to expire on February 15, 2020. 

	
	

	
	Director Silveira moved to authorize the Executive Director to enter into a one-year base contract, with two one-year extension options, for Hosted Voice Over Internet Protocol in an amount not to exceed $79,722.36.

	
	Seconded by Director Creighton.

	
	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Hogue, Lor, McDaniel, Murphy, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira, Villalta

	
	Noes – None

	
	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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	Citizens Advisory Committee Representative Appointment

	
	

	
	Mary-Michal Rawling gave an update on the Citizens Advisory Committee vacancy and requested appointment of Mike Jensen as the Water/Irrigation representative.

	
	

	
	Discussion ensued regarding the process of applications being submitted for appointment and direction was given to staff for future submittals.

	
	

	
	Director Creighton moved to appoint Mike Jensen as the Water/Irrigation representative to the Citizens Advisory Committee.

	
	Seconded by Director Silveira.

	
	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Hogue, Lor, McDaniel, Murphy, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira, Villalta

	
	Noes – None

	
	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	22.
	Appointment to the 2020 Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship Selection Committee

	
	

	
	Mary-Michal Rawling summarized the request for appointment to the 2020 Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship Selection Committee.

	
	

	
	Director Silveira moved nominate and appoint Director Hogue to the 2020 Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship Selection Committee.

	
	Seconded by Director Creighton.

	
	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Hogue, Lor, McDaniel, Murphy, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira, Villalta

	
	Noes – None

	
	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

	
	

	23.
	Subcommittee on Board Composition Options – Alternatives for Consideration

	
	

	
	Stacie Guzman summarized the direction and approach of the subcommittee on the Board Composition Options and alternatives for consideration.

	
	

	
	Director Oliveira and Pareira discussed their recommendation to the board as Option A – to take no action at this time.

	
	

	
	Director Silveira discussed his recommendation to the board as Option C – to add four additional seats for the largest city and for each westside city.

	
	

	
	Director Murphy discussed his recommendations to the board as (1) Option B – add four additional seats for the largest cities and (2) Option D – weighted voting system.

	
	

	
	Jose Moran stated that he is listening to the conversations regarding population being used as the key to the options presented today and asked the board to consider using the percentages of taxes received as a key instead.
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	Director Silveira moved to approve Option C – to add four additional seats for the largest city and for each westside city as the preferred option.

	
	Seconded by Director Hogue.

	
	A lengthy discussion ensued, and Chair McDaniel called for a roll call vote.

	
	Roll Call Vote:

	
	Ayes – Directors Hogue, Silveira, Villalta

	
	Noes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Lor, Murphy, Oliveira, Pareira

	
	MOTION FAILED.

	
	

	
	Director Murphy moved to approve Option B – to add four additional seats for the largest cities as the preferred option.

	
	Seconded by Director Creighton.

	
	A lengthy discussion ensued, and Chair McDaniel called for a roll call vote.

	
	Roll Call Vote:

	
	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Murphy

	
	Noes – Directors Hogue, Lor, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira, Villalta

	
	MOTION FAILED.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	Director Creighton moved to continue the discussion at a future meeting.

	
	Seconded by Director Villalta.

	
	A lengthy discussion ensued with Director Silveira calling for the vote.  A roll call vote was taken.

	
	Roll Call Vote:

	
	Ayes – Directors Aguilar, Creighton, Murphy, Villalta

	
	Noes – Directors Hogue, Lor, McDaniel, Oliveira, Pareira, Silveira

	
	MOTION FAILED.

	
	

	OTHER REPORTS 

	
	

	24.
	Executive Director’s Report

	
	

	
	Stacie Guzman discussed the following topics:
· Upcoming agenda items
· Draft Transit Operations and Reserve Policy for discussion
· Draft Work Plan for budgets
· One Voice Platform for action
· Free Fare funding options
· Implemented attendance policy for the Measure V Citizens Oversight Committee and letters have been sent out in regard to vacancies on the committee due to absences.

	
	

	25.
	Directors’ Reports

	
	

	
	Director Murphy invited everyone to attend the Town Hall meeting at 6:00 p.m. tonight at Golden Valley High School. He stated the next town hall meeting will be on February 26, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. and will be held at Cruickshank Middle School.

	
	

	
	Director Oliveira wished good luck to everyone who is running for re-election.

	
	

	
	There being no further business of the MCAG Governing Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

	
	

	
	____________________/s/______________

	
	Joy Young
Administrative Assistant II 
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