Meeting of the
Regional Housing Needs Allocation
Steering Committee
LOCATION
Meeting will be held via
teleconference/webinar at:
https://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID: 354 930 3856
Passcode: 36918
Phone Audio Option: (669) 900-9128
DATE
Wednesday, February 16, 2022
TIME
3:00 p.m.
Public comment may be made at the meeting or in advance of
the meeting via email or voicemail.
Please see instructions on the next page.

Steering Committee Members

Central Valley Coalition for Affordable Housing
City of Atwater
City of Dos Palos
City of Gustine
City of Livingston
City of Los Banos
City of Merced
Continuum of Care
County of Merced
DR Horton
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability
Merced Bicycle Coalition
Stonefield Homes

Chris Alley
Greg Thompson
Dewayne Jones
Doug Dunford
Miguel Galvez
Stacy Souza-Elms
Scott McBride
John Ceccoli
Steve Maxey
Matt Tranah
Sheng Xiong
Tom Hothem
Tiffanie Marshall
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Welcome to the Regional Housing Needs Allocation Steering Committee
Meeting
AGENDA
Members of the Committee and the general public receive the complete agenda packet at least
72 hours prior to each regular meeting. At least 72 hours prior to each regular Regional Housing
Needs Allocation Steering Committee meeting, a complete agenda packet is available for
review on the MCAG website at www.mcagov.org and at the MCAG office, 369 W. 18th Street,
Merced, CA 95340. All public records relating to an open session item and copies of staff
reports or other written documentation relating to items of business referred to on the agenda
are on file at MCAG. Persons with questions concerning agenda items may call MCAG to make
an inquiry regarding the nature of items described on the agenda.
INTERPRETING SERVICES
Interpretation services can be provided if requested at least three (3) business days in advance.
Please contact Eva Garibay at (209) 723-3153 x 108 during regular business hours to request
interpreting services.
Para solicitar servicios de interpretación por favor contacte por teléfono a Eva Garibay por lo
menos tres (3) días antes de la junta al (209) 723-3153 x 108 durante horas de oficina.
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
Representatives or individuals with disabilities should contact MCAG at (209)723-3153 at least
three (3) days in advance of the meeting to request auxiliary aids or other accommodations
necessary to participate in the public meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Public comment is available during the meeting and is limited to three minutes per person.
Public comment is also available in advance of the meeting by email or telephone. All public
comment email and voicemail received before noon on the day of the meeting will be read
during the meeting. Any email or voicemail comments received after noon will be distributed to
Committee members and retained for the official record.
Email instructions: Email comments no longer than 500 words to info@mcagov.org. Please note
if the comments are associated with a specific item on the agenda or are general comments.
Phone instructions: You may provide comments via voicemail by calling (209) 330-9070.
Recordings will be limited to three minutes. Please note if the comments are associated with a
specific item on the agenda or are general comments.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
MCAG Regional Housing Needs Allocation:
https://www.mcagov.org/363/RHNA---Regional-Housing-Need-Allocation
Merced County Association of Governments:
www.mcagov.org
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Meeting of the
Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) Steering Committee
Wednesday, February 16, 2022 – 3:00 p.m.
Meeting will be held via
teleconference/webinar at:
https://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID: 354 930 3856
Passcode: 36918
Phone Audio Option: (669) 900-9128
AGENDA
ITEM

+

STAFF

1.

Roll Call

2.

Public Comment

3.

Confirm Election of Chair and Vice Chair

Action

4.

Minutes of the January 19, 2022, RHNA Steering Committee
Meeting

Action

5.

Presentation:
• Address lingering questions
• Review preliminary findings from survey and 1-on-1
consultations
• Discuss guiding principles for allocating housing
• Review details of how RHNA methodology works
• Discuss ways to translate guiding principles into a
quantitative methodology

Presentation

Cascadia
Partners

6.

Reminders and Next Steps
• Survey
• Next steering committee meeting

Info

Cascadia
Partners,
MCAG Staff

Pg. #

MCAG
Staff

Pg. 6

+ Attachment
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NEXT MEETING:
The next RHNA Steering Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 16, 2022,
at 3:00 p.m via teleconference/webinar
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ITEM 4

Regional Housing Needs Allocation Steering Committee
MINUTES
DATE

January 19, 2022
The regular meeting of the Social Services Transportation Advisory Council was held Wednesday, January 19, 2022,
via teleconference at 3:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Greg Thompson, City of Atwater
Dewayne Jones, City of Dos Palos
Doug Dunford, City of Gustine
Vanessa Portillo, City of Livingston
Stacy Souza Elms, City of Los Banos
Steve Maxey, County of Merced
John Ceccoli, Continuum of Care
Sheng Xiong, Leadership Counsel of Justice and Accountability
Matt Tranah, DC Horton

MEMBERS ABSENT

Scott McBride, City of Merced

MCAG STAFF PRESENT

Natalia Austin, Associate Planner
Nav Bagri, Deputy Executive Director
Stacie Guzman, Executive Director
Mauricio Torres, Assistant Planner

OTHERS PRESENT

Julie Nelson, City of Merced
Leah Brown, City of Merced
Paul Runge, Cascadia Partners
Alex Steinberger, Cascadia Partners
*Arrived after roll call
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1.

Roll Call/Introductions
Stacie Guzman called the meeting to order then everyone in the meeting introduced themselves and the
agency they represented.

2.

Public Comment
There were no public comments.

3.

Election of Chair and Vice Chair
Doug Dunford, City of Gustine, was nominated for committee chair (will be confirmed at next meeting).
Stacy Souza-Elms was nominated by Doug Dunford for vice chair (will be confirmed at next meeting).
Seconded by Steve Maxey.

Roll Call Vote: (none taken until next meeting)
Ayes:
Noes:
4.

RHNA 101: What is it? How does it work? What is our schedule?
A presentation was given by Cascadia Partners, MCAG’s RHNA consultants, regarding the RHNA process
and requirements.
Greg Thompson notes potential conflicts between state goals, such as the desire to promote
environmental conservation but also introduce new growth, potentially in currently undeveloped areas.
Later, Greg Thompson notes that the Merced region is considering completing a regionwide Housing
Element, and that the Housing Element committee may overlap with the RHNA committee. The RHNA
process will yield the housing targets that will guide the regional or individual housing elements.

5.

How Should the Merced region grow?
Doug Dunford suggests accounting for legitimate constraints first, then examining opportunities.
Legitimate constraints included in the RHNA Factors include unsolvable constraints on sewer and water
capacity and the existence of protected lands. It is noted that clear data on this would be needed from
each jurisdiction, plus the other key principles—the RHNA Objectives—would need to be accounted for.
The amount of prime agricultural land within a jurisdiction’s sphere of influence is floated as a possibility
for a factor to consider. Greg Thompson notes that the county has a large single agricultural preservation
district, which adds a layer of approval required to annex agricultural land. Those sorts of details will
need to be accounted for, and 1-on-1 consultations between MCAG and committee representatives will
help.

6.

Next Steps
The next meeting will be February 16th at 3pm.
It is noted that committee members should ignore any reference in previous emails or calendar invites as
to there being no February meeting. Such references are outdated.
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MCAG will distribute a statutorily required jurisdictional survey and schedule 1-on-1 jurisdictional
consultations for February.
Sheng Xiong requests 1-on-1 consultations for the At-Large members, which MCAG team confirms will be
offered.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS OF THE REGIONAL HOUSING NEEDS ALLOCATION (RHNA)
STEERING COMMITTEE, THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 3:59 p.m.
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