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Valley Voice delegation from san Joaquin
valley travels to Washington, D.C.

2018 One Voice program underway
The 2018 One Voice program development is officially
underway! The first meeting of the planning committee,
which is comprised of elected officials and staff from several cities and Merced County, as well as, partners from the
private sector, will take place Thursday, October 12th at
3:30pm at the MCAG office.
The 2018 trip to Washington, DC is scheduled for May 1-4,
2018. The planning committee, which is open to all interested parties from the public and private sectors, meets on a
monthly basis.

Valley Voice delegation 2017— Hart Office Building, Washington DC

Elected officials from the eight San Joaquin Valley counties,
including MCAG Directors Daron McDaniel and Mike
Villalta, met with White House officials and key federal
legislators during the annual “Valley Voice” advocacy trip to
Washington D.C. on September 6 and 7, 2017.
The delegation is known as the San Joaquin Valley Regional
Planning Agencies Policy Council and represents the boards
of each metropolitan planning organization (MPO or COG),
and the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District.
While in Washington, the delegation advocated for major
transportation initiatives for the San Joaquin Valley, including federal funding for major highway projects, changes to
the federal Clean Air Act, legislative amendments to
regional transportation plans and aviation fuel sales tax
collection processes, and other advocacy positions.
Valley Voice 2017 included meetings with Senator Feinstein,
Congressman Denham, Congressman McClintock,
Congressman Valadao, Congressman Nunes, and
Congressman McNerney. The group also met with staff
from the White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs,
the Department of Transportation, the United State Department of Agriculture, and the offices of Senator Harris and
House Majority Leader McCarthy.

One Voice is a legislative advocacy program for the Merced
County region that promotes issues of regional significance
to federal legislators and agencies through an annual advocacy trip to Washington, D.C. The purpose of the program is
to advocate for increased funding and new or amended
legislation that benefits the region. In previous years, the
delegation has focused on regional issues and opportunities
related to transportation, water, economic development,
homelessness, education and veterans affairs.
For more information about the One Voice program, visit
www.mcagov.org/123/One-Voice or contact Eva Garibay at
eva.garibay@mcagov.org or 209-723-3153 x 108.

One Voice delegates meet with the Department of Commerce during
the 2017 trip to Washington D.C.

DIRECTOR SPOTLIGHT: Lloyd Pareira
Director Lloyd Pareira was sworn in to serve his first term as Merced County Supervisor, District
4, in January 2017. He has lived on his family’s farm near the Merced River nearly his whole
life. He earned his bachelor’s degree from California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo, in dairy science. Director Pareira owned his own dairy in Turlock after college before
taking over his family’s farm in Merced. He has also served as a trustee on the Merced River
school board, the Merced County Farm Bureau, Yosemite Church, and as a delegate for Western United Dairyman. Director Pareira has been married to his wife, Babette, for 23 years. They
have four children.

Regional waste to host household
hazardous waste collection Event
Merced County Regional
Waste Management
Authority (Authority) is
hosting a Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW)
event on Saturday, October 21, from 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM
for Merced County residents and Conditionally-Exempt
Small Quantity Generators (CESQG). This event will be held
at the Highway 59 Landfill HHW Facility, 7040 N. Highway
59, Merced.
Household hazardous waste is any leftover household
product that contains ingredients that are corrosive,
reactive, ignitable/flammable, and/or toxic. Examples of
HHW include: Ammonia-based cleaners, non-empty aerosol
cans, fluorescent tubes, automotive and household batteries, paint, pool chemicals, solvents, and used motor oil (in
containers no larger than 5 gallons in size).
Before bringing items out to the facility, please call 916-296
-7478 to identify the amount and type of HHW that will be
dropped off at the facility. Please note that under State of
California transportation regulations, there are quantity
limitations on how much HHW can be transported. There is
no cost for residents within Merced County, but quantity
limitations apply. Fees apply for CESQGs.
For more information, please visit
www.mercedrecycles.com/hhw.html or call the Regional
Waste Authority at (209) 723-4481 ext. 24.

MCAG kicks off second round of Merced
County regional vision workshops
MCAG will kick off the second round of public outreach for
the Merced County Regional Vision with public workshops
in late October in Los Banos and Livingston. A third workshop will be held in Merced in early November. The purpose of these workshops is to collect input from the public
on how our region should grow and invest in transportation
over the next two decades.

The Merced County Regional Vision is a year-long effort
that will result in a long-term plan for investments in roads,
freeways, public transit, bike trails and other ways people
move around the county over the next 25 years. The plan
will also accommodate the region’s future housing needs
and compliance with the state mandate to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. For more information, contact Matt
Fell (209)723-3153 x 128.

Dibs now accepting Excellence in
Commuter Options Award applications
It's that time again!!
DIBS has released the
Excellence in
Commuter Options)
(ECO) Award application. ECO seeks to
recognize a company
that goes above and
beyond in promoting Smart Travel options to their
employees. Whether it’s through marketing, incentives,
creative events, preferred parking, or other fun creative
ideas, they want to hear about how you have promoted
carpooling, vanpooling, transit, biking, walking, and even
telecommuting at your workplace.
The selected company will be formally recognized at the
Merced County Association of Government's Board
Meeting, as well as acknowledged in the media. As a cherry
on top, you’ll also receive a basket full of tasty local
products! Participating is easy, just fill out the form and
submit! You can access the form here or check out the blog
post at the bottom of the home page on DibsMyWay.com
for more information!

CALTRANS REALIGNS
STATE ROUTE 165
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has
recently completed work on a project to realign a segment
of State Route 165 (SR-165) at Westside Boulevard, south
of the Merced River bridge, to improve safety and increase
the efficiency of the intersection.
In addition to realigning the intersection, the shoulder has
been widened with rumble strips ground into the pavement
to alert drivers when their vehicles leave the traffic lane.
The Westside Curve Project is one of two recently completed projects on SR-165. Earlier this year, a flashing beacon
system was installed at Henry Miller Drive to improve the
safety of the intersection and a Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon/
High Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) was installed at
Mercy Springs Drive in Los Banos. A fourth project is
currently underway to create a left-hand turning lane at
Fowler Avenue.
Taken together, these projects will ease congestion,
improve mobility, decrease commute times, improve air
quality and enhance safety throughout Merced County.
Caltrans would like to extend our appreciation to motorists
and residents for their patience and cooperation during the
construction of the SR-165 Westside Curve project.

October Meetings & Events:
MCAG
10/11 Technical Review Board Meeting, Los Banos
10/19 Governing Board Meeting, Merced County
10/21 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event,
Hwy 59 Merced Landfill, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
10/23 Merced County Regional Vision Workshop
City of Los Banos Council Chambers
www.mercedregionalvision.com
10/25 Merced County Regional Vision Workshop
City of Livingston Council Chambers
www.mercedregionalvision.com

Livingston
10/31 Trunk or Treat, Down town Main Street;
6:00 pm—8:00 pm; FREE
For more information call: 209.394.8041

Merced
10/6

yarts transit manager
announces retirement
Dick Whittington,
YARTS Transit
Manager recently
announced that he will
be retiring at the end of
October after more
than 15 years with the
agency. Dick started his
career with Merced
County Association of
Governments in 2002
as the Public Information Officer. For the past 12 years, Dick has served as
the YARTS Transit Manager. During his tenure, YARTS has
celebrated many great accomplishments including serving
the system’s one millionth rider, offering online reservations and expanding service to Fresno, Mammoth Lakes
and Sonora.
The MCAG management team and staff would like to
thank Dick for his many years of dedicated service.
A reception in his honor will be held at October 27th, for
more information you may contact Cindy Kelly at
cythnia.kelly@yarts.com.

Merced County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Installation & Awards Dinner 6:00pm —10:00 pm
580 W.18th Street, Merced 209.384.9537

10/21 4th Annual Think Pink Health Fair
3303 M Street, Merced 10:00 am—2:00 pm
For more information call: 209.726.3410
If your City or Community has public events you would like
published in our newsletter, contact Eva Garibay at
eva.garibay@mcagov.org

Highway 59 Landfill
7040 N Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348
Phone: 209-723-4481

Billy Wright Landfill
17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348
Phone: 209-826-1163

Monday - Friday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - Noon
1st Saturday of each
month:

Monday - Friday:
8:00 am - 3:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - Noon
1st Saturday of each
month:

STAY CONNECTED with us!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG related to public
meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases, job opportunities, and more, visit
www.mcagov.org and click on the “Notify Me” icon. You can also
follow us on Twitter,
Facebook Instagram,
LinkedIn and YouTube!

October 2017—Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax, was passed by Merced County voters with 71% approval in
November 2016 and went into effect April 1, 2017. In an effort to keep the community informed about this transformative
measure, MCAG will feature monthly updates in this newsletter, as well as, establish a number of communication tools in
the coming months.
Measure V Website
The Measure V website is now live! MeasureV-mcag.com is the place to learn more
about the Measure itself and its impact on our region and local communities like
yours. The homepage features links to the expenditure plan as well as information
about the Implementation Plan which is currently being developed. You can also
learn more about the Measure V Citizens Oversight Committee and review all
documents including financial statements as part of this process.
The contact section allows you to ask a question or leave a comment. This is intended
to be a very transparent process so your questions are welcome! Please take a
moment to visit the page and please don’t hesitate to contact Stacie Dabbs, Deputy
Executive Director, 209-723-3153 with questions, comments or suggestions.
Revenue Update
Four months of revenue has been received to date in the amount of $4,774,821
which is right on target with the revenue projections. This funding has been allocated
across four categories as prescribed in the expenditure plan.
Local Projects Revenue
To date, $2,387,410 has been received for local project funding. This funding is allocated directly to local jurisdictions on a
formula basis and can be used to address local transportation needs such as repairing potholes and bridges, repaving
streets, replacing traffic signals and improving sidewalks and bicycle facilities.
Regional Projects Revenue
To date, $2,100,921 has been received for regional project funding for projects located in or directly benefiting more than
one jurisdiction in Merced County. This funding is allocated to two accounts – 27% to eastside and 17% to Westside of the
San Joaquin River. Examples of regional projects include improvements to highways and freeways, investments in passenger
rail, and supporting ridesharing programs.
Transit Revenue
The Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County has received $238,741. In June 2017, the MCAG Governing Board
approved TJPA’s use of up to $150,000 to provide free fares on The Bus for seniors, veterans and ADA eligible individuals
with disabilities. This free service began July 1, 2017.
Administration Revenue
MCAG receives 1% for the administration of Measure V for staffing, auditing and oversight. To date, MCAG has received
$47,748.

Fixing our roads!
Stacie Dabbs at 723.3153 x 109

stacie.dabbs@mcagov.org

MERCED COUNTY
ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS INVITES
YOU TO OUR WORKSHOPS

Look at possible transportation investments to improve air quality,
traffic, and quality of life in this interactive workshop.
Monday, October 23
6:30 – 8:30 PM
City of Los Banos
Council Chambers
520 J Street
Los Banos, CA

Wednesday, October 25
6:30 – 8:30 PM
City of Livingston
Council Chambers
1416 C Street
Livingston, CA

Thursday, November 2
6:30 – 8:30 PM
City of Merced
City Council Chambers
2nd Floor, Civic Center
678 West 18th Street
Merced, CA

www.ValleyVisionStanislaus.org
www.MercedRegionalVision.com

Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) 2017 Collection Events
Location: Highway 59 Landfill’s HHW Facility , 7040 N. Hwy 59, Merced 95348
Saturdays: JANUARY 21 | APRIL 15 | JULY 15 | October 21
Event Time: 8 AM - 12 PM
The RWA hosts and funds these events.
Clean Harbors is the HHW services contractor.

CONTACT: Clean Harbors

916-296-7478

duque.carlos@cleanharbors.com

Let us know which materials
you’re bringing to the event.
Household Hazardous Waste will be accepted from both residents and Conditionally Exempt Small-Quantity Generators (CESGG’s). See below for more information.

RESIDENTS
$0

Cost (Limitations apply.

Please see below.)

Liquids: 15 gal.

Limitations (in containers ≤5 gal)

Solids: 125 lbs

CESQG’s
Fees vary by material types and quantity
($0 mobilization fee). Please e-mail:
duque.carlos@cleanharbors.com
Liquids: 27 gal. (in containers ≤5gal.)
Solids: 220 lbs.

www.MERCEDRECYCLES.com/hhw.html

