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JUNE 2018
MCAG delegation travels to
Washington, dc with one voice

SB 1 Funding Approved for Highway 99
Widening Project in Merced County

In May, a 24 member delegation from throughout
Merced County traveled to Washington, DC to advocate
for projects and issues of regional significance as part of
the annual MCAG One Voice program. The delegation
consisted of representatives from the Cities of Los
Banos, Atwater, Livingston, Merced, Gustine, the County
of Merced, Merced County Office of Education, the
Merced Boosters Club, Merced Realtors Association and
MCAG.

Caltrans recently announced that $2.7
billion in competitive grants funded
through the Road Repair and
Accountability Act of 2017 (SB 1) was
awarded by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) to 64 projects
throughout the State of California to
tackle congestion, support valuable trade corridors and
bolster local agency efforts to invest in transportation.

Over the course of two days the delegation operated as
three teams which allowed the group to attend 26
meetings throughout Washington, D.C. Each strike team
met with key federal agencies on topics related to transportation, education, economic development, public
safety and homelessness. Delegates returned to Merced
County optimistic that their efforts in developing
contacts in Washington will be fruitful in partnering with
the federal government to address some of the
challenges and opportunities in our region.

Among the projects approved was the Northbound State
Route 99 (SR-99) Livingston Median Widening Project in
Merced County. This $37 million project will widen
northbound SR-99 to three lanes (from the two existing)
through Livingston and Delhi, including widening of the
bridge over the Merced River. The widening project will
reduce congestion, improve safety, improve goods movement, and remove a bottleneck condition where SR-99 is
already three lanes to the north and south of the project.
This project is a result of a partnership between the State
of California and MCAG which is contributing $5.5 million
of regional transportation funding. The State funding is
provided by the Trade Corridor Enhancement Program
(TCEP) which was approved by the CTC. Construction for
the Livingston Median Widening Project is scheduled to
break ground in the spring of 2019. The complementary
Southbound State Route 99 Livingston Median Widening
Project is programmed on a later construction schedule
through a different funding source.

The One Voice program was developed more than 10
years ago when earmarks were the fundamental way the
federal government invested in regions like ours.
However, even in a post-earmark era, the program
maintains great value in the exchange of information
that occurs and the relationships that are built year after
year between local leaders and federal officials.
For more information, please contact Eva Garibay at
eva.garibay@mcagov.org or 209-723-3153 x 108.

The TCEP, created by Senate Bill 1, will provide approximately $300 million annually throughout the state for
infrastructure improvements on federally designated
Trade Corridors of National and Regional Significance, on
the Primary Freight Network, and along other corridors
that have a high volume of freight movement. The CTC
approved three years’ worth of funding (fiscal years 2017
-20) totaling approximately $1.4 billion be awarded to 28
projects, valued at more than $4 billion.
Additional approved Trade Corridor Enhancement
Program projects can be found at: http://catc.ca.gov/
programs/sb1/tcep/docs/2018_Adopted_TCEP.pdf .
For more information on SB 1, visit:
http://rebuildingca.ca.gov/

2018 One Voice delegation meeting at the White House Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs—May 2, 2018.

June Meetings & Events
June 1

Citizens Advisory Committee meeting, MCAG

June 6

Measure V Workshop, County Admin Building,
Merced

June 6-10 Free Fares to the Merced Fair
June 11

Measure V Citizens Oversight Committee Meeting,
MCAG

June 13

Technical Review Board Meeting, Dos Palos

June 21

National Dump the Pump Day & Free Summer
Fares Program kick-off

June 21

Governing Board Meeting, County Admin Building,
Merced

For more information about these events, or if your City or
Community has public events you would like published in our
newsletter, contact Eva Garibay at eva.garibay@mcagov.org.

The Bus to provide free service during
Merced county fair
The Bus invites the
community to spare the air
and let the bus take you to
the Merced County Fair!
From Wednesday, June 6
through Sunday, June 10,
2018 service is FREE on all
fixed routes throughout the
countywide service area.
The Bus will also offer a free
fair shuttle to the fairgrounds from multiple locations
around Merced. While on the shuttle, riders will also be
able to purchase fair admission tickets for $6 (cash
only).
To view the shuttle schedules and map please visit:
www.mercedthebus.com. At the fair, be sure to visit
The Bus & MCAG booths, both will be located in the
commercial exhibit building, where you can enter to
win a FREE bicycle by trying out the portable bike rack.

As a reminder, the Merced County Regional Waste
Authority Highway 59 and Billy Wright landfills are open
every Saturday from 8:00 am to Noon. In addition, both
landfill locations have extended hours to 3:30 pm during
the first Saturday of the month and on any Saturday
following a closed holiday.
Highway 59 Landfill
7040 N Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348
Phone: 209-723-4481

Billy Wright Landfill
17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348
Phone: 209-826-1163

Monday - Friday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - Noon

Monday - Friday:
8:00 am - 3:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - Noon

1st Saturday of each month:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

1st Saturday of each month:
8:00 am - 3:30 pm

STAY CONNECTED!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG related
to public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases, job opportunities, and more, visit www.mcagov.org and click on the
“Notify Me” icon. You can also
follow us on Twitter, Facebook
Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube!

The bus dumps the pump and kicks off
free fare summer program
The Bus encourages members of the community to try
the bus on us this summer! Starting on National Dump
the Pump Day, June 21 and continuing through August
31, 2018, The Bus will offer FREE service on all fixed
routes countywide. By riding public transit, residents can
help reduce congestion, minimize their carbon footprint,
and save money.
"We are excited to offer free fixed route service throughout summer to encourage people who've never ridden
the bus to give it a try,” said Artis Smith, Transit Director.
This free service program is made possible through the
State of California’s Low Carbon Transit Operations
Program (LCTOP) which is provided to transit agencies to
improve mobility and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
The Bus schedules and hours of operation can be found
at www.mercedthebus.com or by calling The Bus at (209)
723-3100. Real-time information regarding bus locations,
services and arrival times can be found at
www.thebuslive.com. All buses are equipped with free
Wi-Fi, bike racks and are wheelchair accessible.

First Year of Measure V Exceeds Expectations

June 2018—Update

In November 2016, Merced County voters passed Measure V – a
countywide ½ cent sales tax for transportation- with an overwhelming
approval of 71.3%. The sales tax, which went into effect April 1, 2017,
was projected to generate an estimated $15 million annually. However,
with the first twelve months of revenue collected, Measure V has
exceeded projections by nearly $1.8 million - totaling $16.8 million in
new revenue. Per the voter-approved Measure V Expenditure Plan,
50% of the new revenue has been allocated directly to the local jurisdictions within Merced County, 44% has been allocated to regional
projects on the east and west sides of the county, and 5% to transit
uses. MCAG receives 1% of the revenue for administration and
implementation activities.
“This is an exciting time for our region” said Patrick Pittenger, Executive
Director of MCAG. “Measure V is providing local jurisdictions with the
resources to address long-standing street and road maintenance issues,
and as a region we are able to plan for and implement much needed
improvements to our regional transportation system.”
$8.4 million has been distributed to the six cities and the County of
Merced to address local transportation needs such as repairing
potholes and bridges, repaving streets, replacing traffic signals and
improving sidewalks and bicycle facilities. More than $7 million has
been collected for regional projects with 27% dedicated to projects on
the east side of the county and 17% to west side. Projects eligible for
this funding have been identified by the Measure V East Side and West
Side Regional Projects Committees and will go to the MCAG Governing
Board for approval later this month.

Sidewalk curb and gutter improvement project
on 1st Avenue in Gustine. This project is the
result of a partnership between the City of
Gustine and Hillview Funeral Home.

HAVE YOU SPOTTED
MEASURE V AT WORK
IN MERCED COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to
measurev@mcagov.org or tag us on
Facebook @mcag.merced or
Twitter #MercedCAG

Since July 2017, The Bus has utilized the Measure V program to provide
free fixed route service countywide to seniors, Veterans, and ADA
eligible individuals. To date, Measure V has funded over 138,700 free
rides to seniors, veterans and ADA eligible individuals with disabilities in
Merced County.
MCAG, is the state-designated Local Transportation Authority for
Merced County responsible for the implementation and administration
of overseeing Measure V. In an effort to keep the community informed
about this transformative measure, MCAG features monthly updates in
this electronic newsletter. Additional information about Measure V
including specific project information by jurisdiction can be found at
MeasureV-mcag.com.

Fixing our roads!
Stacie Dabbs at 723.3153 x 109

stacie.dabbs@mcagov.org

Free Shuttle Routes
Rutas Especiales Gratis

VIAJE A LA

FERIA

GRATIS!
Ride FREE June

6

Purple Shuttle • East Merced

Operates Wednesday to Friday
Opera Miércoles a Viernes
4:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Last bus leaves fair at 7:00 p.m.
El último autobús sale de feria a
las 7:00 p.m.

Operates Wednesday to Friday
Opera Miércoles a Viernes
7:15 p.m. – 12:30 a.m.
Last bus leaves fair at 12:30 a.m.
El último autobús sale de feria a
las 12:30 a.m.

Operates Saturday and Sunday
Opera Sábados y Domingos
2:45pm – 5:00 p.m.
Last bus leaves fair at 5:00 p.m.
El último autobús sale de feria a
las 5:00 p.m.

Operates Saturday and Sunday
Opera Sábados y Domingos
5:15 p.m. – 12:30 a.m.
Last bus leaves fair at 12:30 a.m.
El último autobús sale de feria a
las 12:30 a.m.

(Every/Cada 15 min)

6 -10

Enjoy free fares on all fixed routes countywide
and a free shuttle to the Merced County Fair.
Let’s go to the Fair together!

$

Red Shuttle • Merced Transpo

Discounted Fair Admission
Purchase discounted Fair admission
on the Fair Shuttle for just $6!

Blue Shuttle • South Merced
(Every/Cada 15 min)

Viaje GRATIS Junio

6 -10

Disfrute de tarifas gratis en todas las rutas fijas
en todo el condado y rutas especiales a la Feria
del Condado de Merced. Vamos a la Feria juntos!

$

6

Descuento de admisión
a la Feria
Compra la entrada a la feria con
descuento en las rutas especiales
por solo $6.

(Every/Cada 35 min)

Green Shuttle • Northwest Merced
(Every/Cada 35 min)

Operates Wednesday to Friday
Opera Miércoles a Viernes
7:15 p.m. – 12:30 a.m.
Last bus leaves fair at 12:30 a.m.
El último autobús sale de feria a
las 12:30 a.m.

Operates Wednesday to Friday
Opera Miércoles a Viernes
7:15 p.m. – 12:30 a.m.
Last bus leaves fair at 12:30 a.m.
El último autobús sale de feria a
las 12:30 a.m.

Operates Saturday and Sunday
Opera Sábados y Domingos
5:15pm – 12:30am
Last bus leaves fair at 12:30 a.m.
El último autobús sale de feria a
las 12:30 a.m.

Operates Saturday and Sunday
Opera Sábados y Domingos
5:15 p.m. – 12:30am
Last bus leaves fair at 12:30 a.m.
El último autobús sale de feria a
las 12:30 a.m.

For more information | Para más información

209-723-3100
@mercedthebus

mercedthebus.com

