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COVID-19 INFORMATION AND UPDATE:
The Merced County Department of Public Health is
closely following the guidance of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and California Department of
Public Health on the novel (new) virus that is causing an
outbreak of pneumonia illness. Coronavirus is a type of
virus that causes diseases of varying severities, ranging
from the common cold to more serious respiratory
disease. For more information, including the latest
updates please visit: www.countyofmerced.com/
coronavirus

MCAG Governing Board elects
new chair and vice chair
In June, the MCAG Governing
Board elected Director Paul
Creighton to serve as the Board
Chair for Fiscal Year 2020 2021. Director Creighton currently serves as the Mayor of
Atwater. Prior to being elected
Mayor of Atwater in 2018,
Director Creighton served on
the Atwater City Council. He is
currently a member of the
League of California Cities’ Central Valley Division and
has also participated in the MCAG One Voice program.
Director Lloyd Pareira was
elected to serve as the
Vice-Chair of the MCAG
Board for the 2020/21 year.
Director Pareira currently
serves as Merced County
Supervisor, District 4, and
was just elected to his
second term this year. He has
lived on his family’s farm
near the Merced River most
of his life. He earned his bachelor’s degree from
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo, in dairy science. While running his farm,
Director Pareira has also served as a trustee on the
Merced River School Board, the Merced County Farm
Bureau, Yosemite Church, and as a delegate for
Western United Dairyman.

YARTS summer service
With the re-opening of
Yosemite National Park
last month, YARTS
transitioned to its
summer service
schedule, including the
routes on Highway 41
from Fresno, Highway
120 from Sonora, and
Highways 395/120 from
Mammoth Lakes in
addition to the Highway
140 route from Merced.
Although the Highway
140 service is yearround, service was only running up to El Portal during
the closure of Yosemite due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Passengers can now book reservations for all routes
on the YARTS website at: www.yarts.com. There is no
additional charge to get into Yosemite beyond the
YARTS fare and passengers do not have to have a
day-use permit issued by the National Park Service to
ride.
There are some notable changes to the service this
year that have been made in response to the outbreak
of COVID-19. In addition to increased sanitation
measures, all passengers will be required to wear face
masks when riding YARTS and offered access to hand
sanitizer while on board. In order to promote social
distancing, capacity on all buses will be reduced to a
maximum of 30 passengers each. With most of the 30
seats available to those with reservations, there will
be very limited space to accommodate walk-on
passengers. Therefore, reservations are highly
encouraged.
“We are excited to be offering service into Yosemite
once again,” said Transit Manager Christine Chavez.
“Although things will be a little different on YARTS this
year, the great rates and quality experience have not
changed.”
For more information about YARTS please visit
www.yarts.com or call (877) 989-2787.

MCAG JULY MEETINGS
07/03

MCAG, YARTS, The Bus and RWA
administration offices closed in
observance of Independence Day

07/04

Highway 59 and Billy Wright landfills closed
in observance of Independence Day

07/08

Technical Review Board meeting, 12:00 pm

07/10

CAC Meeting, 8:30 am

07/16

Governing Board meeting, 3:00 pm

Please note: All MCAG meetings will be held via
video/audio conference until further notice. The
call-in number and passcode will be located on the
cover of each agenda. To access the agendas for the
meetings listed, please visit:
www.mcagov.org/agendacenter
For more information about these meetings, please
contact Eva Garibay at: eva.garibay@mcagov.org

Highway 59 Landfill
7040 N. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348
Phone: 209-723-4481
Monday - Saturday
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

Billy Wright Landfill
17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348
Phone: 209-826-1163
Monday - Saturday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm

For more information about Regional Waste
Authority please visit: www.mcrwma.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG
related to public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases, job
opportunities, and more, visit www.mcagov.org and click
on the “Notify Me” icon. You can also
follow us on Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, LinkedIn and YouTube!

The Bus continues to provide free service
The Bus continues to offer free service and has
implemented additional safety measures aimed at
protecting passengers and bus operators during the
COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to the disinfecting
and social distancing measures already implemented
on vehicles and bus stops, passengers must wear
masks while on The Bus and only ten passengers per
vehicle are allowed. If there are more than ten
passengers at a bus stop, another bus will be
added to the route to pick up additional passengers.
Passengers are also encouraged to wash their hands
often, cover all coughs and sneezes, stay home when
sick, and avoid direct contact with sick individuals. For
more information about COVID-19, please visit the
Merced County website:
www.countyofmerced.com/coronavirus.

Have you ‘HERD’ RWA now has sheep!

Regional Waste is using sheep this summer as an
environmentally friendly way to keep vegetation down
at the landfill!

July 2020—Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax, was
passed by Merced County voters with 71% approval in November
2016. In an effort to keep the community informed about this
transformative measure, MCAG will feature monthly updates in this
newsletter. You can also visit www.mcagov.org/measureV for the
latest!
The 30-year Measure, which commenced in April of 2017, allocates
50% of all its revenue to the cities of Merced, Los Banos, Gustine,
Atwater, Livingston and Dos Palos, along with the County of Merced,
to pay for local transportation projects including roads, bike paths,
and sidewalks. Regional transportation projects located on both the
east and west sides of the county receive 44% of the funding with
five percent reserved for public transit purposes. MCAG receives
one percent of the monies to administer all fiduciary and reporting
requirements.

HAVE YOU SPOTTED
MEASURE V AT WORK
IN MERCED COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to
measurev@mcagov.org
or tag us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter
@mcag_merced
or use the hashtag
#MeasureV_mcag

Since the inception of Measure V, local jurisdictions have been busy making progress on various Measure V
projects around the County. The City of Gustine has been hard at work completing several projects
throughout the city to enhance the walkability and ADA accessibility of their community. The latest project
took place on 1st Street and North Street where more than $31,000 has been spent in the last quarter to
improve the sidewalks there. To date, Gustine has spent $224,000 on several projects throughout the City
limits to repair and improve sidewalks and other pedestrian amenities.

Contact:
Mary-Michal Rawling, MPA, Public Affairs Manager
(209) 723-3153 x 119 or mary-michal.rawling@mcagov.org

