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YARTS BEGINS WINTER SERVICE
ON HIGHWAY 140
Starting
October 1, the
Yosemite Area
Regional
Transportation
System (YARTS)
will transition
to its winter
schedule for the
service running
from Merced
and Mariposa
to Yosemite National Park. The Highway 140 service
operates year-round but changes the number of
runs to and from the Park at the end of the summer
season.
YARTS routes into Yosemite that originate in Sonora,
Fresno, and Mammoth Lakes are seasonal in nature
and operate only in the summer months. The
Sonora and Fresno lines have concluded their 2021
service and the Mammoth Lakes line will wind down
on October 15, 2021.
Local residents who have never taken YARTS to
Yosemite may not realize that using the service is
particularly advantageous in winter for several
reasons, including being in the Park with fewer
visitors and often with snow on the ground. Riders
also have the benefit of avoiding the hassle of
driving in inclement weather or with chains on their
vehicle.
Reservations for tickets during the winter season
can be made on the YARTS website at:
www.yarts.com. There are no additional charges to
get into Yosemite beyond the YARTS fare. Merced
and Mariposa County residents are still eligible to
receive free round-trip passes. For more
information about YARTS free passes, schedules,
routes, COVID-19 safety measures, or to book
tickets, please visit www.yarts.com or call
(877) 989-2787.

MCAG now Accepting applications for
the 2022 Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship
MCAG is now accepting applications for the 2022
Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship. The MCAG
Governing Board and staff established the
Anna Maria Fuentes Scholarship program in memory
and tribute to Anna Maria Fuentes, Grants Program
Manager, colleague and friend.
The 2022 scholarship will be awarded by the MCAG
Governing Board in the amount of $1,000.
Recipients may receive additional annual awards of
up to $1,000 for three years, or until their degree is
achieved, whichever is less. The cumulative
maximum is $4,000. Submission of annual scholastic
documentation may be required by MCAG.
Graduating high school seniors from a high school in
Merced County with a grade point average of 3.8 or
higher who have demonstrated a high level of
participation in extracurricular activities, including
positions of leadership, are eligible to apply.
Applicants must also include an explanation of
scholarship need in a personal essay. Interested
applicants can access the scholarship application
and instructions at: www.mcagov.org/Scholarship.
Applications can be mailed to MCAG, 369 W. 18th
Street, Merced and must be received by 5:00pm on
Friday, February 25, 2022.
The selected scholarship recipient will be notified by
May 1, 2022. General inquiries may be directed to
Eva Garibay via email at eva.garibay@mcagov.org or
phone at 209-723-3153 x 108.

OCTOBER MEETINGS & EVENTS
10/01 CAC Meeting, 8:30 am
10/02 Dos Palos Y Community Cleanup,
8:30 am - 2:00 pm
10/02 City of Dos Palos Community Cleanup
10/06 YARTS AAC Meeting, 1:30 pm
10/13 Technical Review Board meeting, 8:30 am
10/16 HHW Event, Highway 59, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
10/16 City of Atwater Community Cleanup
10/18 YARTS JPA Board Meeting, 1:00 pm

10/18 Measure V Citizens Oversight Committee
meeting, 4:00 pm
10/21 Governing Board meeting, 3:00 pm
10/23 McSwain Community Cleanup,
8:30 am - 2:00 pm
Please note: Most MCAG meetings have resumed in
person meetings while others will be held via Zoom.
The meeting location or Zoom information is listed
on the cover of each agenda. To access all meeting
agendas, please visit:
www.mcagov.org/agendacenter
For more information about these meetings, please
contact Eva Garibay at: eva.garibay@mcagov.org.

Highway 59 Landfill

Billy Wright Landfill

7040 N. Highway 59
Merced, CA 95348

17173 S Billy Wright Road
Los Banos, CA 95348

Phone: 209-723-4481
Phone: 209-826-1163
Monday - Saturday
Monday - Saturday:
7:00 am - 3:30 pm
7:00 am - 3:30 pm
For more information about Regional Waste
Authority please visit: www.mcrwma.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG
related to public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases,
job opportunities, and more, visit www.mcagov.org
and click on the “Notify Me” icon. You can also follow us
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
LinkedIn and YouTube!

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION EVENT
The Merced County Regional Waste
Management Authority (RWA) is hosting a
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) event on
Saturday, October 16th, from 8:00 am – 12:00 pm.
The HHW event will be held at the Highway 59
Landfill, 7040 N. Highway 59, Merced.
HHW is any household product that contains
ingredients that are corrosive, reactive, flammable,
and/or toxic. Some examples of HHW are
ammonia-based cleaners, fluorescent tubes, car
batteries, paint, and used motor oil. Items
commonly found in homes that cannot be brought
to the landfill at any other time except HHW
collection days include wet chlorine tablets, full or
partially full aerosol containers, and lithium-ion
batteries that have started to bulge or become hot.
RWA partners with Clean Harbors to conduct
quarterly HHW collection in Merced County.
Before bringing items to the landfill, customers can
call Clean Harbors at 916-396-1505 to identify the
amount and type of HHW that will be dropped off.
Please note that under State of California
transportation regulations, there are quantity
limitations on how much HHW can be transported.
There is no cost for residents of Merced County to
dispose of their HHW waste at this collection
event, but quantity limits apply. Disposal fees do
apply for businesses considered Conditionally
Exempt Small Quantity Generators by the U.S. EPA.
For more information on types of HHW or what
quantities will be accepted, please visit
www.mcrwma.org/31/Household-HazardousWaste or call the RWA at (209) 723-4481.

October 2021 - Update
Measure V, Merced County’s ½ cent transportation sales tax, was
passed by Merced County voters with 71% approval in November
2016. In an effort to keep the community informed about this
transformative 30 year measure, MCAG will feature monthly
updates in this newsletter. You can also visit the Measure V
website at: www.mcagov.org/measureV for the latest!
The 30-year Measure, which commenced in April of 2017, allocates
50% of all its revenue to the cities of Merced, Los Banos, Gustine,
Atwater, Livingston and Dos Palos, along with the County of
Merced, to pay for local transportation projects including roads,
bike paths, and sidewalks. Regional transportation projects located
on both the east and west sides of the county receive 44% of the
funding with five percent reserved for public transit purposes.
MCAG receives one percent of the monies to administer all
fiduciary and reporting requirements.

HAVE YOU SPOTTED
MEASURE V AT WORK IN MERCED
COUNTY?
Snap a picture and send it to
measurev@mcagov.org or
tag us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter
@mcag_merced
or use the hashtag
#MeasureV_mcag

In July, the MCAG Governing Board approved the expansion of the
Measure V free fare program. The Measure V program currently
allows for seniors, veterans, and ADA-eligible riders to ride the fixed-route services County wide fare free.
The expansion of this program will allow these passengers to ride Paratransit, Dial-A-Ride and The Micro Bus
services completely fare free.
The expansion of the free fare program allows veterans, seniors, and ADA-eligible passengers throughout the
County to benefit from a entirely free fare transit system; thus empowering them to travel
independently throughout the community without
having to worry about finding a way to pay for their
bus fare.
The expansion to the Measure V free fare program
begins October 1, 2021.

All bus fare information, schedules and hours of
operation can be found at www.mercedthebus.com
or by calling The Bus at (209) 723-3100. Real-time
information regarding fixed-route bus locations,
services and arrival times can be found at
www.thebuslive.com or by downloading ‘The Bus
Live’ app on your smart phone for free.

Contact:
Mary-Michal Rawling, MPA, Public Affairs Manager
(209) 723-3153 x119 or mary-michal.rawling@mcagov.org

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION EVENT

YARD

H I G H W AY 5 9
LANDFILL

7 0 4 0 N H I G H W AY 5 9
MERCED, CA 95348

INSECT SPRAY • PESTICIDES
FERTILIZERS • WEED KILLERS
HERBICIDES • POOL CHEMICALS
BAIT OR POISON FOR RODENTS

HOME

BATTERIES • AEROSOL CANS • CFL BULBS
DRAIN CLEANERS • MOTH BALLS
AMMONIA BASED CLEANERS
OVEN CLEANERS • BAIT/POISON
SPOT REMOVERS

GARAGE

ANTIFREEZE • MOTOR OIL • OIL FILTERS
BRAKE FLUID • GREASE • CAR BATTERIES
CHEMICALS • WOOD PRESERVATIVES
PAINT • PAINT REMOVER
ITEMS CONTAINING MERCURY
FLUORESCENT LAMPS AND TUBES

OCT

16
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Restrictions and Fees

We do not accept:

Medical waste • Radioactive materials
Large, compressed gas cylinders
Agricultural waste • Explosives • Munitions
Waste from large-quantity generators
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Disposal of most household hazardous material is free; however,
there are quantity restrictions and/or small fees associated with
some items, particularly for ‘conditionally-exempt small-quantity
generators’. Please contact Clean Harbors in advance at
roa.renea@cleanharbors.com or (916) 396-1505 for more
information.

/MC RWMA

