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2021 YEAR IN REVIEW
2021 in brief
2021 has come and gone in a flash!
As the ongoing pandemic continued,
the Agency remained dedicated to
finding innovative ways to deliver
public services. And despite the
challenges, the Agency had a
successful year thanks to our
excellent staff of public servants.
The Bus’ accomplishments are arguably the most
notable this year as the service celebrated its 25th
anniversary. As an essential benefit to the region, The
Bus worked diligently to bring its passengers back
onboard while maintaining a safe environment for
drivers and riders alike. In addition, The Bus launched a
pilot micro transit service on the west side of the
County (see article on p. 4) that will help propel our
system into meeting the needs of the future.

YARTS also experienced significant achievements
despite the initial challenges brought on by the
pandemic. After many years of partnership, both
Tuolumne and Madera Counties became official
members of the YARTS Joint Powers Authority (p. 3)!
The addition of these members, along with the
adoption of the 2021 Strategic Plan, will help solidify
and sustain this important regional service to Yosemite
National Park for years to come!
At our landfill sites, RWA implemented new programs
and pursued major capital investments to help meet
the needs of residents and improve our communities
today and into the future. This included conducting
three successful tire amnesty events to help curb rising
levels of illegal dumping as well as the introduction of a
new diversion program in partnership with Eco World
to collect used clothing and textiles for reuse and
recycling (p.5).
I am grateful to be part of the excellent team of
professionals at MCAG and under the leadership of our
dedicated Governing Board. Together, we closed 2021
with marked accomplishments that hopefully made
positive impacts in the lives of residents throughout
Merced County.
~ Stacie Guzman, Executive Director

MCAG GOVERNING BOARD ELECTED NEW
CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR FOR 2021 - 2022
In early summer 2021, the
MCAG Governing Board
elected Director Lloyd
Pareira to serve as the Board
Chair for Fiscal Year
2021 - 2022. Director
Pareira currently serves as
Merced County Supervisor,
District 4, and was elected to
his second term in 2020. He
has lived on his family’s farm
near the Merced River most
of his life. He earned his bachelor’s degree from
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo, in dairy science. While running his farm,
Director Pareira has also served as a trustee on the
Merced River School Board, the Boards of the
Merced County Farm Bureau and Yosemite Church,
and as a delegate for Western United Dairyman.
The Governing Board also
elected, Director Matt
Serratto to serve as the
Vice-Chair of the MCAG
Board for the 2021–2022
year. Prior to being elected
Mayor of Merced, Director
Serratto served on the
Merced City Council
representing District 5 for
four years. Director Serratto
graduated with his
bachelor’s degree from UC Davis in 2002 and
obtained his law degree from UCLA in 2006. Currently
he is a Chief Deputy District Attorney for the Merced
County District Attorney’s office. As a Councilmember
and Mayor, he has also initiated several community
cleanup events and fundraisers and looks to continue
with similar humanitarian efforts.
MCAG Governing Board meetings are held the third
Thursday of every month at 3:00 pm, at various
locations. To view the location and agenda details,
please visit: https://www.mcagov.org/AgendaCenter
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MCAG DELEGATION HOSTS FIRST VIRTUAL
ONE VOICE PROGRAM
In May
2021, a
19-member
delegation
from
throughout
Merced
County
attended virtual meetings with federal
representatives and agencies to advocate for
projects and issues of regional significance as part of
the MCAG One Voice program.
The delegation consisted of elected officials and staff
from the cities of Los Banos, Atwater,
Livingston, Merced, Gustine, Merced County, and
MCAG. Over the course of four days, the delegation
participated in 24 meetings with key federal
agencies on topics related to transportation,
economic development, public safety,
homelessness, and utility infrastructure.
The One Voice program was developed more than 12
years ago and maintains great value in the
exchange of information that occurs, and the
relationships that are built, year after year between
local leaders and federal officials.
For more information about the One Voice program
including details about the 2022 program, please visit:
www.mcagov.org/123/One-Voice

MCAG APPOINTS 2021 ANNA MARIA
FUENTES SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
In May, the MCAG Governing Board awarded
Livingston High School senior, Lauryn Franzese the
2021 Anna Maria Fuentes scholarship.

The MCAG Board established the scholarship
program in 2010 in memory and tribute to MCAG
grants analyst, Anna Maria Fuentes.
The scholarship, in it’s 11th year, continues to be
funded by staff and community donations and is
awarded annually to a graduating high school senior
from a high school in Merced County with a grade
point average of 3.8 or higher and who has
demonstrated a high level of participation in
extracurricular activities.
Ms. Franzese was selected for her tremendous
academic achievements which includes the A’ honor
roll, AP Computer Science Female Diversity Award,
and her participation in extracurricular activities such
as California Scholars Federation,
Wolves Wellness Club, FFA,
Washington Leadership
Conference and the National
Delegate representing California
in FFA, as well as Student
Government, Volleyball and track.
Ms. Franzese is currently
attending Stanford University and
is pursuing degrees in Biology and
Business.

MEET MCAG’S NEW DEPUTY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR!
MCAG Finance Director,
Nav Bagri was promoted to
Deputy Executive
Director in October 2021.
Bagri has been with the
agency since 2012 and is an
invaluable asset to the
management team.
Congratulations Nav!
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YARTS WELCOMES TUOLUMNE AND
MADERA COUNTY TO BOARD
The Tuolumne and Madera County Boards of
Supervisors took action this past year to accept the
invitation by the Yosemite Area Regional
Transportation System (YARTS) Board of Directors to
join the YARTS Joint Powers Authority (JPA).
Supervisors Ryan Campbell, District 2, and Kathleen
Haff, District 4, were appointed to represent
Tuolumne County on the YARTS Governing Board.
In Madera County, Supervisors Tom Wheeler,
District 5, and Brett Frazier, District 1 were
appointed to represent Madera on the YARTS Board
of Directors.
YARTS is governed by a board comprised of two
Supervisors from each of its member Counties.
Tuolumne and Madera Counties join Mariposa,
Merced, and Mono Counties as voting member
agencies of YARTS, and Fresno County as
non-voting member.

YARTS has operated along Highway 120 from
Sonora to Yosemite National Park since 2012 and on
Highway 41 from Fresno since 2015. Both routes
operate during the summer season.
“I am excited to welcome my colleagues from
Tuolumne and Madera County to the YARTS team,”
said Merced County Supervisor Scott Silveira, YARTS
2020-21 Board Chair.
For more information about YARTS schedules,
routes, or free passes for Merced and Mariposa
County residents, please visit: www.yarts.com or call
customer service at (877) 989-2787.

YARTS OFFERS FREE FARES FOR
MARIPOSA AND MERCED COUNTIES
YARTS continues to offer
FREE service for
Mariposa and Merced
County residents to
Yosemite National Park.
Residents who live in
Merced or Mariposa
Counties can apply to
receive free YARTS
Highway 140 round-trip
tickets. In order to
receive tickets, residents
must submit proof of their address (driver’s license,
utility bill, etc.) along with the number of adults and
children who will be utilizing the free passes to:
tickets@yarts.com. Once residence is verified, a voucher
number will be issued to the applicant. Individuals may
use this voucher number to make a reservation online
by using the YARTS Reservation System at
www.yarts.com.

YARTS LIFTS CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS
Over the summer, the YARTS
Board of Directors lifted
restrictions on the capacity
of its buses traveling to and
from Yosemite National
Park. The action went into
effect on June 15th when
the State of California lifted
all social distancing
requirements. The action
allowed the service to resume full capacity of up to 49
passengers on each YARTS bus. Although capacity
limits were lifted, other protocols prompted by the
pandemic remain in place, such as the wearing of face
masks while riding YARTS. These regulations are
required for public transportation systems by the
Federal Transit Administration and are expected to
remain in place until May 2022. Reservations to ride
YARTS continue to be available as are walk-on tickets on
a first come first serve basis. For more information
about YARTS visit: www.yarts.com.
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THE BUS CELEBRATED 25 YEARS
OF SERVICE
In early 2021 The Bus
invited members of the
community to
participate in their 25th
Anniversary celebration
of consolidated transit in
Merced County!
All year long, The Bus
hosted virtual activities
for passengers and the
general public. The celebratory events and fun
activities included passenger giveaways, a virtual
scavenger hunt, and an art contest!
Thank you for riding with us Merced County!

MERCED COLLEGE AND THE BUS
CONTINUE ‘MC BUS 4 ME’ PROGRAM
In 2021, The Bus and Merced College continued to
work together to help students achieve their
academic goals in 2021. The ‘MC Bus 4 Me’
program, which was approved by the student body
in September 2019, charges students a $9.95
transportation fee at the beginning of every
semester. In exchange, all students are allowed to
ride any fixed-route on The Bus throughout Merced
county for free by simply showing their Merced
College student ID card.

THE BUS LAUNCHES MICRO TRANSIT IN
WEST SIDE COMMUNITIES
The Bus launched a pilot
micro transit service in the
communities on the west
side of Merced County in
May 2021. The service,
called The Micro Bus, is a
shared, on-demand, public
transit system that provides
passengers transportation
within and between the communities of Los Banos,
Dos Palos, Gustine, and Santa Nella. Passengers in these
areas can select from a network of ‘virtual stops’ in their
community for pick up and drop off, along with their
preferred departure time. Passengers can see all of the
virtual stop locations and book a ride on The Micro Bus
by downloading the app on their smart phone for free,
going online at www.mercedthebus.com/themicrobus,
or by calling The Bus’ customer service line at:
(209) 725-3813. Reservations are required. Fares are
$1.50 per ride and can be paid when booking a ride on
the app, or with cash on the bus. Seniors, Veterans and
ADA-eligible passengers pay a discounted rate of 75
cents and may be eligible for curb-to-curb service. All
fares include free transfers to the Los Banos (LB) fixedroute for those passengers looking to travel between
the west side communities and Merced. The Micro Bus
will operate Monday to Fridays from 6:00am to 7:30pm
and on the weekends from 8:00am to 5:30pm. Passengers needing to transport their bicycle on The Micro Bus
should select that option in the app at time of reservation or by alerting the customer service representative
with they call to book a ride. All vehicles used by The
Micro Bus are wheelchair accessible.
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CAL RECYCLE FUNDS RWA TIRE
AMNESTY PROGRAM

RWA NOW ACCEPTING
USED CLOTHES/TEXTILE DONATIONS

Regional Waste Authority (RWA), in partnership
with the Greater Valley Conservation Corps, hosted
three Tire Amnesty for Merced County Residents.
Residents were able to bring up to nine tires at no
charge to the landfill. This program was funded by
CalRecycle. For more information about tire
recycling visit: mcrwma.org/TireCare

Regional Waste Authority
(RWA), in partnership
with Eco World, is now
accepting clothes
donations from Merced
County residents at the
Highway 59 landfill in
Merced. The donation
bins (right) can be found
at the entrance of the
Highway 59 landfill at 7040 N. Highway 59,
Merced. Residents can drop off donations during
regular operating hours Monday-Friday,
7:00 am - 3:30pm at no cost. Donations of new or
used items include any clothing, shoes, purses,
backpacks, and linens. All items should be clean
and dry. ECO World works with local nonprofits
and the community to help others and our
environment. The goal is to reuse all gently used
clothing and shoes in the local community.
Clothing items that cannot be worn are recycled
into carpet padding and kept out of local landfills.
For more information about this program please
visit: www.ecoworldtrading.com/home.

RWA Continues to offer Carpet
Recycling at the Highway 59 Landfill
In an effort to reduce some of the 340 million
pounds of carpet buried in California landfills every
year, RWA has continued its partnership with the
Carpet America Recovery Effort (CARE) to offer
carpet recycling at the Highway 59 landfill.

Since 2010, the Carpet Recycling initiative has
diverted 100 million pounds of carpet from
California landfills. Recycling carpet not only saves
natural resources, and reduces dependency on
fossil fuels, but also conserves landfill space. Any
Merced County resident wanting to recycle carpet
can follow the steps to the right and drop off their
prepared carpet at the Highway 59 landfill for a
small fee.
For more information about carpet recycling,
including fees, visit: www.mcrwma.org

SMART PHONE APP THAT HELPS SORT
YOUR TRASH TURNED ONE!
The RWA smart phone app
that assists Merced County
residents with managing their
household waste turned one
in the fall!
The ‘Merced Recycles’ app
allows the user to input their
home address so that a local
trash pick-up schedule can be
generated for them; the
schedule includes the option
of sending personalized
reminders to place bins out on
the curbside for collection.
Download the app for free by visiting the app store
or Google play on your smart phone today!

Year in Review 2021
Measure V 2021 Year in Review
Since its inception, Measure V has generated more than $91 million
for the local transportation network with revenues continuing to
exceed projections. The table to the right shows the total amounts
allocated to each local agency, administration, transit and regional
project categories.
Despite the challenges brought on by the pandemic, jurisdictions
were able to complete several projects in 2021. Many jurisdictions
focused on alternative mode projects. These projects include safe
alternatives to automobile travel, to increase the use of active
transportation, and improve air quality.

TOTALS
Atwater
Dos Palos
Gustine
Livingston
Los Banos
Merced
Merced County
Regional
Transit
Administration
Total

$3,688,332
$1,270,359
$1,279,397
$2,076,799
$4,695,403
$9,338,004
$23,164,507
$40,051,265
$4,551,280
$910,256
$91,025,602

Merced County completed the Lobo Ave Sidewalk In-Fill Project.
It consisted of the construction of approximately 3,400 feet of
sidewalk, curb and gutter, ADA ramps along Lobo Avenue between
Franklin Rd and B&B Blvd. These improvements provide a safe route for parents and children to walk to nearby
Franklin Elementary School. In conjunction with a State Active Transportation Program Grant and Alternative
Modes Measure V Funding ($507,923) the County was able to complete this $1,942,219 project.

The City of Gustine improved 290 linear feet of multi-use path along 6th Street and 3rd Avenue. More than
$23,700 was spent on making these improvements in and around Henry Miller Park. To date, in fiscal year
2020-2021, Gustine has spent $146,600 on several alternative modes projects throughout the city limits to repair
and improve sidewalks and other pedestrian amenities.
The City of Merced completed a combo project that included improvements to 2,000 linear feet along M Street
between 8th Street and 13th Street. The project consisted of installing new access ramps, repairing damaged
sidewalk on both sides of the street, and grinding and overlaying the roadway to extend the life of the roadway.
The $687,366 project was funded by $72,972 of Alternative
Measure V Mode Funds, $382,683 of Local Measure V Funds and
$231,711 of other funding sources.
Finally, in the transit category, the MCAG Governing Board
approved the expansion of the Measure V free fare program for
seniors, veterans, and ADA-eligible riders on fixed-route bus
services to also include paratransit, dial-a-ride and micro transit
services. The expansion of the free fare program means that
veterans, seniors, and ADA-eligible passengers throughout the
county now benefit from a completely free transit system, thus
empowering them to travel independently throughout the region
without having to worry about finding a way to pay for their bus
fare. The program launched in October.

For additional Measure V information, Contact:
Mary-Michal Rawling, MPA, Public Affairs Manager
(209) 723-3153 x 119 or mary-michal.rawling@mcagov.org

