Merced County Association of Governments
369 W. 18th Street, Merced CA 95340
(209)723-3153
www.mcagov.org

APRIL 2016
First phase of the Atwater-Merced
Expressway project complete!
MCAG, Merced County and the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) celebrated the completion of
Phase 1A of the Highway 99 Atwater-Merced Expressway
project with a ribbon cutting ceremony on March 25, 2016.
The $66 million project received approximately $47 million
from Proposition 1B, a 2006 voter-approved transportation
bond. Proposition 1B authorized $1 billion to be available
specifically for safety, operational enhancements, rehabilitation or capacity improvements necessary to improve the
Highway 99 corridor. Since its passage, more than $18 billion
have been put to work statewide for transportation
purposes. In addition to state bond funds, the AtwaterMerced Expressway project also received $12 million in state
transportation improvement program funds, and $7 million
in regional impact fees.
“The Atwater-Merced Expressway project is truly a
transformative project for our community that is the result
of an incredible partnership with MCAG, Merced County and
Caltrans. It is an example of what can be done despite the
odds when we all work together toward a common goal,”
said Marjie Kirn, Executive Director of Merced County
Association of Governments.
“This project is the fruit of
a collaborative effort to
improve connectivity and
access amongst our
communities,” said Hub
Walsh, Chairman of the
Merced County Board of
Supervisors. “It’s taken a
lot of persistence and
determination to get to
this point, and those
efforts will continue as we
work toward funding
future phases of this
project and the rest of the
regional loop.”
Phase 1A of the AtwaterMerced Expressway
project broke ground in
September 2013.
The project closed the Buhach Road ramps and constructed
an interchange to the south to provide access via a new twolane expressway to a newly constructed Green Sands Road.
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Atwater-Merced Expressway Ribbon Cutting—March 25, 2016.

The Bus launches app for bus
tracking and trip planning
The Bus now offers a free smart phone app
that provides real-time bus tracking information and trip planning features. The app
is now available for both Apple and Android
devices—simply search for “Merced The
Bus” from your phone’s app store and click
install.
“This app is the latest tool we are offering as part of our continued commitment to providing efficient bus service for all riders
whether you are commuting to work or school, or on a shopping
trip. Through the app, riders are able to locate and track their
bus, search for nearby stops, and access up-to-date information
about schedules and arrival times right at their fingertips,” said
Rich Green, Transit Manager.
This app provides a number of features intended to create a
more efficient transportation option for the residents of Merced
County. These features include locating nearby bus stops, tracking real-time bus locations, bookmarking your favorite stops, and
watching the bus progress across the map.
The Bus provides transit service along 20 fixed routes seven days
a week serving the cities of Atwater, Dos Palos, Gustine,
Livingston, Los Banos and Merced, as well as the communities
of Hilmar, Stevinson, Le Grand, Planada and Winton. All buses
are equipped with bike racks and are wheelchair accessible.
Reduced rates are available for students, seniors, veterans and
individuals with disabilities. For more information, please visit
www.mercedthebus.com or call (209)723-3100.

