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MEASURE V on the November ballot
Merced County voters will be asked to make a decision about
the future of transportation funding in Merced County while
at the polls on November 8, 2016. Measure V - Merced
County’s 1/2 cent transportation sales tax will be on the
November ballot, proposing to generate $15 million in new
revenue annually that will be dedicated to much-needed
transportation investments throughout the county. The plan
provides transportation funding directly to each of the six
local governments and the County of Merced and sets aside
funding for projects of regional benefit along our highways
and regionally significant corridors.
If successful, Measure V will make Merced County a self-help
county which means the region will be more competitive for
state and federal transportation grant programs. Not being a
self-help county leaves our region at a competitive disadvantage. Without local revenue to leverage, our region is
unable to attract state and federal grant dollars for our
regional transportation system.
While 14 counties are pursuing self-help sales tax measures
during this election cycle, 81% of Californians already live in
self-help counties. For more information about the sales tax
measure, contact Stacie Dabbs at (209)723-3153 x 308.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event
Merced County Regional Waste Management will be hosting
a Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection event at the
Highway 59 Landfill in Merced on Saturday, October 15th for
residents and Conditionally-Exempt Small Quantity Generators (CESQG). HHW is any leftover household product that
contains ingredients that are corrosive, reactive, ignitable,
flammable and/or toxic. Examples include: Ammonia-based
cleaners, non-empty aerosol cans (empty cans may be placed
into a curbside recycling can), fluorescent tubes, automotive
and household batteries, paint, pool chemicals, solvents, and
used motor oil. There is no cost for residents within Merced
County, but quantity limitations apply. Fees apply for CESQGs.
For more information, please visit www.mercedrecycles.com/
hhw.html or call RWA at (209) 723-4481 ext. 24.

MCAG participates in regional advocacy trip
to Washington, DC
In September, a delegation of more than two dozen elected
officials, staff and other regional stakeholders from the San
Joaquin Valley, including Mayor Mike Villalta of Los Banos and
Merced County Supervisor Daron McDaniel, spent two days in
Washington, DC discussing issues of regional significance related
to goods movement, transportation funding and air quality. The
delegation met with several Members of Congress, the Department of Transportation, Environmental Protection Agency, and
the Federal Highway Administration and staff from the Senate
and House public works, transportation, infrastructure and the
environment subcommittees.
This trip is part of an annual program known as Valley Voice, a
collaborative effort that identifies the region’s legislative priorities and provides the opportunity to advocate for policies in
Sacramento and Washington, DC that will benefit the San
Joaquin Valley. For more information about Valley Voice, visit
www.sjvcogs.org.

YARTS begins winter service schedule
The Yosemite Area
Regional Transportation
System (YARTS) transitioned to a winter schedule
on October 1, 2016 which
concluded summer service
from Mammoth Lakes,
Sonora, and Fresno for the
season. Year-round service
from Merced and Mariposa
along Highway 140 will
continue with a new winter schedule. Summer service from
Sonora and Fresno will resume May 15, 2017. Service from
Mammoth Lakes will begin the first weekend in June.
YARTS is a regional public transit service that provides a yearround alternative to driving to Yosemite from Merced and
Mariposa along Highway 140, and from Highways 120, 395 and
41 during summer months. YARTS schedules make connections
with all intercity transportation providers in Merced: Amtrak,
Greyhound and Boutique Air at the Merced Airport, and also
connects to transit providers in Mono, Tuolumne and Fresno
Counties during summer operations.
For more information about YARTS or the seasonal schedules,
please visit www.yarts.com or call (877)989-2787.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT:
Kristina Meraz & Anthony Zepeda
MCAG is pleased to welcome two new
staff members to the team. Kristina
Meraz joined MCAG in May as the
agency’s Human Resources and Risk
Manager. She is a second generation HR
professional with over 10 years of
Human Resources experience in the
banking and manufacturing industries
but also has several years of experience
in the retail industry. She received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Administration from California State University, Monterey Bay
after transferring from Merced College. Kristina was born and
raised in Merced and is a Merced High School graduate. (Go
Bears!)
Kristina enjoys spending time with her 6-year-old son,
Nathaniel. She is also an active participant in her church and is
always looking to further develop her leadership skills both in
and outside of work. She is looking forward to making a strong
positive impact within the agency and partnering with local
community efforts.
Anthony Zepeda joined MCAG in
August of this year as the agency’s
new Transportation Planning Manager
—overseeing all aspects of transportation planning, programming and
project delivery. Anthony has over 12
years of transportation planning
experience. Most recently, he served
as Planning Manager at the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Agency and the Sacramento Area Council of
Governments. Prior to this, he was a Transportation Planner
with the San Joaquin Council of Governments for eight years.
Anthony received his Bachelor of Arts degree from California
State University, Stanislaus where he was awarded a research
fellowship from the Sustainable Communities Leadership
Program to examine economic and public health disparities
within the Central Valley. As a life-long resident of the valley,
Anthony is committed to making the region a great place to
live, work, and play. Welcome to MCAG, Kristina and Anthony!

STAY CONNECTED!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG
related to public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases, job
opportunities, and more, visit www.mcagov.org and click on
the “Notify Me” icon.
You can also follow us on
Twitter, Facebook and
YouTube!

The Bus Announces Social Media
Contest Winners
The Bus is pleased to announce the
winners of the “Where in Merced
County is Buster?” social media
contest.
 GRAND PRIZE WINNER: Lily W.
of Merced correctly guessed all
20 of Buster's locations, plus a
bonus location for a perfect score of 21. She was the only
participant to guess all 21 locations correctly. Lily won her
choice of an URB-E electronic foldable scooter or an Apple
iPad Pro.
 Mike L. of Merced and Naomi F. of Merced were randomly
selected among all contest participants as winners of tickets to the Colossus Con Merced (September 17th at the
Merced County Fairgrounds).
 81 participants guessed at least 10 of the locations
correctly and each winners of a The Bus-themed prize
pack.
Buster, The Bus’s official mascot, spent 20 days this summer
“riding” The Bus around Merced County, sharing images and
video on social media at various landmarks along routes
throughout the county-wide transit system. Each day, The Bus
posted a new image or video of Buster on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter. The Bus’s thousands of social media
followers and friends entered the contest by completing a
short online form answering where they believed Buster was
each day.
“We are fortunate to have a great following on social media
and Buster has become something of a local celebrity in his
own right. So it only made sense to leverage both to boost our
awareness throughout the County, highlight the communities
we serve, and have some fun,” said Rich Green, Transit Manager for The Bus.
For more information about The Bus, please visit
www.mercedthebus.com or call The Bus at (209)723-3100.
Contest Numbers:
Total Entries: 2.233
Total Participants:
290
Total number of
Buster’s locations:
21

THANK YOU FOR
PLAYING!

