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2016 YEAR IN REVIEW
MCAG CELEBRATED THE COMPLETION
OF MAJOR PROJECTS!

(Major Projects Continued)

Merced Expressway project also
received $12 million in state transportation improvement program
funds, and $7 million in regional
impact fees.
“The Atwater-Merced Expressway
project is truly a transformative
project for our community that is
the result of an incredible partnership with MCAG, Merced County
and Caltrans” said Marjie Kirn,
Executive Director of MCAG.

Left to Right: Merced City Councilman Mike Murphy, Kathleen
Crookham, Marjie Kirn, Merced County Supervisor John Pedrozo,
Dennis Agar, Ryan Heller, Matt Wainwright, and Louise Farley.
Plainsburg Freeway Project ribbon cutting—January 15, 2016.

2016 was a milestone year for MCAG. The agency and
its partners celebrated the completion of several important transportation infrastructure projects throughout Merced County.
In January 2016, MCAG and Caltrans celebrated the
completion of the Plainsburg Freeway Project which
eliminated the last at-grade crossing along State Route
99 in Merced County. The $77 million project upgraded
a five-mile stretch of Highway 99 from a four-lane expressway to a six-lane freeway between Buchanan Hollow Road and the Madera County line, and constructed
a new interchange for highway access.
The completion of this project was a significant milestone for MCAG, as the elimination of the at-grade
crossings along the 99 corridor was a high priority for
the agency for many years. According to Caltrans, the
average daily traffic volume on this section of the highway can surpass more than 37,500 vehicles and is expected to increase to nearly 80,000 by 2024. The Plainsburg Freeway Project was funded through Proposition
1B, a 2006 voter-approved transportation bond.
Just a few months later in March, MCAG and Caltrans
celebrated the completion of Phase 1A of the Highway
99 Atwater-Merced Expressway project. The $66 million
project received approximately $47 million from Proposition 1B. In addition to state bond funds, the Atwater-

“It is an example of what can be
done despite the odds when we all
work together toward a common
goal,” Kirn said. “This project is the
AME - March 2016
fruit of a collaborative effort to
improve connectivity and access amongst our communities,” said Hub Walsh, Chairman of the Merced County
Board of Supervisors. “It has taken a lot of persistence and
determination to get to this point, and those efforts will
continue as we work toward funding future phases of this
project and the rest of the regional loop.”
Phase 1A of the Atwater-Merced Expressway project broke
ground in September 2013. The project closed the Buhach
Road ramps and constructed an interchange to the south
to provide access via a new two-lane expressway to a
newly constructed Green Sands Road.

ONE VOICE 2016
In May, a 16 member delegation from throughout Merced
County traveled to Washington, DC to advocate for projects and issues of regional significance as part of the One
Voice program. The delegation was comprised of local
elected officials from the cities of Gustine, Merced and
Livingston, the County Board of Supervisors, MCAG staff
and representatives from Merced City School District, UC
Merced, the Merced Boosters Club and Lyons Investments.
Over the course of two days, the delegation met with
Members of Congress and their staff, key federal agencies,
and the White House Intergovernmental Affairs Office on
topics related to transportation, economic development,
water, education, and homelessness.

(One Voice Continued)

(Safe call box continued)

“I look forward to
traveling to DC for
our One Voice trip
with my other elected colleagues and
business owners”
said Supervisor Daron McDaniel. “We
are able to sit face to
face with federal
department heads
and give them a true
account of what we
are about and what
we are trying to
accomplish.”

of cell phone reception. It was suggested with the savings
in Call Box removal that MCAG invest the SAFE funds into
installing a cell phone tower to increase cell phone reception between Dinosaur Point and the 9 mile station. In addition, the public requested an assessment of cellular services along Highway 152 and possibly throughout the county to determine the need for additional cell towers.

The One Voice program provides our
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quality of life in
Merced County, and then communicate those needs to
the federal government. In a post-earmark era, the program maintains great value in the exchange of information that occurs and the relationships that are built
year after year between local leaders and federal
officials.

FUTURE OF SAFE CALL BOXES
MCAG acting as the Service Authority for Freeway Emergencies (SAFE), held a public meeting on July 19, 2016 in
Los Banos to solicit public input on the proposed removal of call boxes in Merced County.
The call box program is a joint project of MCAG, Caltrans, and the California Highway Patrol in which MCAG
manages a network of 88 call boxes on Interstate 5 and
State Routes 99 and 152. The call box program was
implemented in 2000 to provide motorists in need with
a 24-hour direct link to the California Highway Patrol.
This program is funded through the collection of a $1
per year vehicle registration fee in Merced County. A
recent amendment to existing law authorized the use of
the collected fees beyond motorist aid call box systems
to include traveler information systems, Intelligent
Transportation System architecture and infrastructure,
and other transportation demand management services, and safety-related hazard removal.
The Los Banos meeting lead to the public approval of
removing call boxes with the exception of the 14 between Dinosaur Point to 9 mile Station due to the lack

MCAG is currently working with the SAFE contractor on the
removal of the approved call boxes, and the upgrade of
those that will remain. How the SAFE funds will continue to
be used in Merced County will be discussed by the MCAG
Governing Board and the general public in 2017.

MERCED COUNTY VOTERS PASS MEASURE V
Merced County voters were asked to make a decision
about the future of transportation funding in Merced County while at the polls on November 8, 2016. As a result,
Measure V— Merced County’s 1/2 cent transportation
sales tax— passed with 71% voter approval!
Measure V is anticipated to generate $15 million in new
revenue annually that will be dedicated to much-needed
transportation investments throughout the county. The
plan provides transportation funding directly to each of the
six local governments and the County of Merced and sets
aside funding for projects of regional benefit along our
highways and regionally significant corridors.
The passing of Measure V has made Merced County a selfhelp county which means the region will be more competitive for state and federal transportation grant programs.
2017 will see the kick-off for Measure V with more than
three decades of investment and improvement coming to
the Merced County region!

WHAT’S NEW AT MCAG?
The 2016 year brought many changes to the MCAG Team.
Management welcomed Kristina Meraz HR & Risk Management Manager and Anthony Zepeda Transportation Planning Manager. Rene Ruiz was welcomed to the accounting
staff, Sergio Lomeli joined the transit team and Esteban
Garcia joined the Regional Waste Authority, accounting
department. Public Information Officer, Stacie Dabbs, was
promoted to Deputy Executive Director and later appointed Interim Executive Director as the agency bid a heartfelt
farewell to Executive Director Marjie Kirn, who announced
her departure from MCAG to follow a new journey in Santa
Barbara.
The 2016 election also brought upon changes to the MCAG
Governing Board. The board bid farewell to long standing
directors: Deidre Kelsey, Stan Thurston, John Pedrozo, Hub
Walsh and Jerry Antonetti. The Board will welcome new
members at its February Governing Board meeting.

(Winter Schedule Continued)
Year-round service from Merced and Mariposa along
Highway 140 continued throughout the year.

YARTS OFFERS FREE SERVICE
ON EARTH DAY
To celebrate Earth Day 2016, Yosemite Area Regional
Transportation System (YARTS) offered free express
service to Yosemite National Park from both Highways
140 (from Merced/Mariposa) and 41 (from Fresno/
Oakhurst). This was a hugely successful program for
YARTS in their continued effort to encourage the use of
public transit and reduce the number of vehicles that
travel into and out of the park everyday.
Reservations for the free Earth Day Express were
offered on a first come, first served basis. Reservations
were opened April 4th and by noon the next day, the
Fresno buses were full, in less than one week the
Merced buses were full. Over 180 local residents took
part of the free YARTS Express and participated in a
variety of Earth Day activities in the Park.
YARTS is a regional public transit service that provides
a year round alternative to driving to Yosemite from
Merced and Mariposa along Highway 140. In addition,
routes from Fresno along Highway 41, from Mammoth
Lakes along Highways 120 and 395, and from Sonora
along Highway 120 are offered during the summer.
YARTS began service in 2000 and now provides an
alternative to driving to nearly 100,000 riders per year.

Summer service from Sonora and Fresno will resume
May 15, 2017. Service from Mammoth Lakes will begin
the first weekend in June.
YARTS schedules make connections with all intercity
transportation providers in Merced: Amtrak, Greyhound and
Boutique Air
at the Merced
Airport, and
also connects
to transit
providers in
Mono,
Tuolumne and
Fresno Counties during
summer operations.

YARTS ONLINE RESERVATIONS
Over the years, YARTS passengers have asked for an
easier, guaranteed way to ride YARTS to Yosemite National Park. As a result, YARTS partnered with Betterez,
Inc. this year to launch an online reservation system
pilot project. This project allowed passengers to book
their trip in advance at www.yarts.com using PayPal
Pro.
The YARTS online reservation system project for the
Hwy 140 corridor had worldwide success since its
launch in October 2016. Originally the project was set
to run only through November, but due to its initial
success the project was extended through December
2016 and plans were made to continue the service for
all summer routes in 2017.

Members of the community board the YARTS bus as part of the free
express service to Yosemite to celebrate Earth Day—April 23, 2016.

YARTS Begins winter service schedule
YARTS transitioned to a winter schedule on October 1,
2016 which concluded summer service from Mammoth
Lakes, Sonora, and Fresno for the season.
Photo courtesy of Charles Phillips—October 13, 2016

(YARTS Reservations continued)
Since the launch of the program YARTS has received
over 1200 reservations which include visitors from China, Japan, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, Australia, New
Zealand, Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Canada, South Africa, India, Denmark, Germany,
Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain and the United
Kingdom!
On December 19th YARTS made online reservations
available on their website to all corridors for the Summer 2017 service. For more information about reservations or general questions about YARTS contact
Cindy Kelly at (209) 723-3153 x 315 or
cynthia.kelly@yarts.com
President Barack Obama, First Lady Michelle Obama, and daughters
Sasha Obama and Malia Obama in Yosemite Valley—June 19, 2016

THE PRESIDENT AND FIRST FAMILY VISIT
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK
Yosemite National Park welcomed its first sitting president
in 54 years when President Obama and the First Family
spent the 2016 Father’s Day weekend taking in the sights.
The President offered remarks at the Sentinel Bridge parking lot at Cook’s Meadow where he helped commemorate
the 100th Anniversary of the National Park Service.

ABOUT YARTS
YARTS began service in May 2000 and now provides a
comfortable, economical and convenient alternative to
driving to Yosemite to nearly 100,000 riders per year. It
is an especially popular choice among domestic and
international tourists, hikers and park employees who
get out from behind the wheel and enjoy the opportunity to see Yosemite in a whole new way. Take YARTS
to Yosemite and “Watch the scenery, not the road!”
YARTS is governed by a 10 member appointed board of
elected officials from the three member counties of
Merced, Mariposa, and Mono, with additional representation from Tuolumne, Madera and Fresno Counties in partnership with Caltrans and the National Park
Service.
Visit the YARTS website www.yarts.com for more information including ticket fares and schedules, or contact
Cindy Kelly at (209)723-3153 x 315 or
Cynthia.Kelly@yarts.com.

Air Force One arrived and departed at Castle Airport in Atwater, which was also the facility utilized by First Lady
Michelle Obama’s visit to Merced in 2009. President John F.
Kennedy, with California Governor Pat Brown, was the last
sitting President to visit Yosemite National Park in 1962.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CELEBRATES
100 YEARS OF SERVICE
The National Park Service turned 100 on August 25, 2016.
The centennial kicked off a second century of stewardship
of America's national parks and engaging communities
through recreation, conservation, and historic preservation
programs.
The national park service invites you to find your park and
discover the national parks and programs in your own back
yard! For more information about National Parks visit
www.naps.gov

WHERE’S THE BUS?
THERE’S AN APP FOR
THAT!
In 2016, The Bus launched a free
smart phone app that provides
real-time bus tracking information and trip planning features. The app is available for
both Apple and Android devices.
“This app is the latest tool we are
offering as part of our continued
commitment to providing efficient bus service for all riders whether you are commuting to work or school, or on a shopping trip.
Through the app, riders are able to locate and track
their bus, search for nearby stops, and access up-todate information about schedules and arrival times
right at their fingertips,” said Rich Green, Transit Manager. This app provides a number of features intended
to create a more efficient transportation option for the
residents of Merced County.

THE BUS ENHANCED ITS SERVICE WITH
SYSTEM WIDE SECURITY
The Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced County
(TJPAMC) added a full-time security officer to patrol
the Downtown Merced Transpo Center and other bus
stops throughout the county this year.
The private security detail is being provided by Sacramento-based National Security Industries. This Security
service was a demonstration of The Bus’ commitment
to providing riders with a safe and secure public transit
experience. The patrol compliments a network of safety measures and investments made by TPJAMC in 2016
including the installation of surveillance cameras on
every bus and the 24-hour video surveillance at the
Transpo Center.

THE BUS CELEBRATED 20 YEARS OF CONSOLIDATED TRANSIT IN MERCED COUNTY
The Bus celebrated 20 years of consolidated transit
service in Merced County on Friday, July 1, 2016 with a
community celebration at the City of Merced Transportation and Welcome Center that was free and open to
the public. The celebratory event brought buses full of
community members to the Center where more than a
dozen public and non-profit agency vendors were available with giveaways and information for passengers.

(20 years continued)

To mark the occasion, The Bus also provided free service all
day on all fixed routes throughout the county. “It was a great
opportunity for us to not only celebrate 20 years of consolidated transit service, but also to reach out to our passengers ,” said Transit Manager Rich Green. The transit staff
would like to extend their appreciation to all public and nonprofit agencies who attended and made this event such a
huge success.

FREE FARE TO THE FAIR!
The Bus encouraged members of the community to spare the
air and let The Bus take you to the Merced County Fair! From
Wednesday, June 8 through Sunday, June 12, 2016 service
was FREE on all bus routes throughout the countywide service area. The Bus also offered a free fair shuttle between the
Merced Transportation Center (710 W. 16th street) and the
fairgrounds every 15-30 minutes. Riders were also able to
purchase fair tickets on the shuttle for only $5.00.

NATIONAL DUMP THE PUMP DAY!
To help spare the air and promote the efficiency of public
transit, MCAG staff took part in 2016 Dump the Pump day on
June 16th. Pictured below is CivicSpark fellow Rebecca True
and YARTS Staff Analyst, Cindy Kelly on the M4 on their way
home from work.
“This was my first time taking the bus in
over 20 years” said Kelly. “The bus stop
was conveniently located within walking
distance of my house and getting on and
off the bus was a no-hassle experience.
The ride was smooth and I am impressed
with the cleanliness of the bus and comfort of the seats. Definitely worth it to Dump
the Pump!”
Transit Manager, Rich Green is pictured on
the right waiting for the CATLinx in
Chowchilla. He took the CATLinx bus to
Merced where he caught the M5 and arrived
at work in downtown Merced within half an
hour.

(Dump the Pump Continued)

Of his experience, Green said “It only took me a few
more minutes to get to work, but I was able to play on
my iPad the entire time instead of drive!”
Dump the Pump gave MCAG
Grants Analyst, Malee Unruh, a
reason to try out the bus for the
first time. “I look forward to utilizing it more as part of my everyday
commute to work. It was easy and
convenient” said Unruh.
Public transit is a transportation alternative available to everyone in
Merced County.

WHERE’S BUSTER?
As part of the year long 20th anniversary celebration, The Bus
launched a social media contest
over the summer that offered
participants the opportunity to
win great prizes just for knowing
their way around Merced County. Buster, The Bus’s
official mascot, spent 20 days riding The Bus around
Merced County, sharing images and video of himself
on social media at various landmarks along routes
throughout the transit system. Participants were challenged to guess “Where’s Buster?” for prizes. The
grand prize winner was Lily W. of Merced, who correctly guessed all 20 of Buster's locations, plus a bonus
location for a perfect score of 21. She was the only
participant to guess all 21 locations correctly!

ROUTES AND SCHEDULE CHANGES
Throughout the first half of 2016, the Transit Joint
Powers Authority for Merced County (TJPA) met with
stakeholders and members of the community to identify and discuss changes to the countywide fixed route
bus system. Following a ridership survey and a series of
workshops this spring and four public hearings in June,
TJPA implemented changes to the countywide fixed
route bus system on August 1, 2016.
The major changes included:
 Reduced price of all-day passes to equal the cost of
one round trip and the elimination of transfer
passes
 The addition of 1/2 price all day passes for ADA
passengers, seniors and veterans
 The addition of buses in Merced at peak times with
greater frequency, every 30 minutes

(Changes to service continued)

 Service hours were reduced from 11pm to approximately 8pm
 Improved connections to commuter routes
 Switch to general dial-a-ride service in Los Banos,
Gustine and Dos Palos
 Expanded commuter routes on the west side to serve
the high demand areas of Los Banos
 The addition of more connections to serve the new HSA
facility at Castle
“These changes reflect our continued commitment to
providing efficient and accessible transit service throughout
Merced County while being good fiscal stewards of taxpayer dollars,” said Rich Green, Transit Manager. “The feedback we’ve received from the public was instrumental in
helping identify where changes could be made while minimizing the impact to riders.”

OPERATION HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE
The Bus once again partnered with the Merced County
Sheriff’s Department and Merced County Human Services
Agency for Operation Holiday Toy Drive to benefit children
in Merced County for the 2016 holiday season. “The Bus
was very excited to participate in the ‘Stuff the Bus’ event
again this year,” said Transit Manager Rich Green. “This
event is an opportunity to provide gifts for children and
teens in need, to help make their holidays a little happier,”
said Green.
The Bus was located at the Walgreens parking lot on the
corner of G and Olive in Merced on Saturday, December 3,
2016 from 7:00am-2:00pm to collect donations of new, unwrapped toys from the public. A total of 326 toys were collected and $1,283.00 in cash.
“Being able to bring a smile to a young person’s face and fill
their hearts with joy through a small act of service, such as
giving gifts, makes all the difference” said Sgt. Delray Shelton, Merced County Sheriff’s Office. “Being able to participate in OHTD, reaffirms why we chose the profession of law
enforcement.” All donations will benefit children in Merced
County.

EXCITING EXPANSION PROJECT UNDERWAY AT THE HWY 59 LANDFILL
The Merced County Regional Waste Management Authority (RWA) Governing Board is pursuing an exciting
expansion project at the Highway 59 landfill. This project will add several years of life to the facility and save
the Authority and local jurisdictions millions of dollars.
This past year, the RWA Governing Board held a public
hearing on the environmental documents and adopted
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Valley
Fill project.
The Valley Fill project is an innovative approach to increasing the disposal capacity of the landfill in a way
that is economically and environmentally advantageous. Rather than excavate a new site, the Valley Fill
plan proposes to utilize the “valley” between two former sites that flank the old entrance and scale house.
By using this valley as the next phase, the operational
life of the Highway 59 facility would be extended by 15
years and at half the cost of excavating and developing
the next planned phase. More specifically, the Valley
Fill project will:


Extend the life of the landfill by approximately 15
years and design capacity by 19% (6,857,000 cubic
yards) without expanding the facility boundary;



Avoid the excavation of 2,468,000 cubic yards of
soils which reduces near-term air emissions (dust
and diesel emissions) by 98%;



Realize substantial near-term savings (the cost of
Valley Fill Project is $6,000,000 or 30% less expensive than previously planned expansions);



Ensure the availability of solid waste disposal capacity in Merced County and accommodates for
regional growth for the foreseeable future.

This is a true win-win for everybody involved,” said
Brooks Stayer, Regional Waste Director. “By utilizing
the existing valley we reduce our environmental impact, extend the life of the site, and save money for the
citizens we serve.”

Image above shows the proposed Valley Fill site outlined in green.

The image below depicts a side view of the “valley” - the expansion
area between two former phases at the landfill.

2016 EVENTS AT RWA!

LANDFILL EXTENDS HOURS ON 1ST
SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
When the Merced County Regional Waste Management Authority (RWA) released its 2016 calendar, additional hours of operation were included. Beginning in
January of 2016 both landfill locations (Los Banos and
Highway 59) extended its Saturday landfill hours, with
direction from the MCAG Governing Board/Regional
Waste Management Authority Board. During every
first Saturday of the month, both landfill sites (Billy
Wright Landfill, outside of Los Banos, and Highway 59
Landfill, outside of Merced) are now open until 3:30
PM. Regular Saturday hours at these locations are
from 8 AM - 12 PM.
In addition to the first Saturday of every month, both
landfill sites are open until 3:30 PM on the Saturday
following a closed holiday.
For more information about landfill hours and days of
operations, scheduled holiday closures, or rates, please
call (209) 723-4481 ext. 3 or visit www.mcrwma.org.

The Regional Waste Authority (RWA) hosted several Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection events at the Highway 59 Landfill, 7040 N. Highway 59, Merced for residents
and Conditionally-Exempt Small Quantity Generators
(CESQG). HHW is any leftover household product that contains ingredients that are corrosive, reactive, ignitable, flammable and/or toxic. Examples include: Ammonia-based
cleaners, non-empty aerosol cans (empty cans may be
placed into a curbside recycling can), fluorescent tubes, automotive and household batteries, paint, pool chemicals,
solvents, and used motor oil. Under State of California
transportation regulations, there was quantity limitations
on how much HHW can be transported. There was no cost
for residents within Merced County, but quantity limitations
did apply.
All HHW materials gathered from the April, July and October events were diverted by RWA’s new contractor: Clean
Harbors. The HHW events held at the Highway 59 facility,
totaled 13,724 gallons of paint, along with 10,696 pounds of
flammable liquid poisons, 1,258 pounds of flammable solids, and thousands of pounds of other HHW materials. During the Los Banos’ Fall HHW Cleanup, Clean Harbors collected 12,445 gallons of paint and 21,160 pounds of HHW from
residents and small-quantity generator businesses.

About the Merced County Regional
Waste Authority
The Merced County Regional Waste Authority was created
through a joint powers authority in 1972, when the six cities
and the County decided to pool resources and manage solid
waste disposal at the regional level. MCAG has managed
RWA since 2010, which includes operations of both the
Merced and Los Banos landfill facilities. RWA provides
waste disposal services, including recycling and composting.
MCAG provides staff services and operational support for
RWA and the MCAG Governing Board also serves as the Regional Waste Authority Governing Board. For more information, visit www.mcrwma.org or call (209)723-4481.

STAY CONNECTED!
To receive text and/or email notifications from MCAG related to
public meetings, traffic alerts, RFP releases, job opportunities,
and more, visit www.mcagov.org and click on the “Notify Me”
icon or email Eva Garibay at eva.garibay@mcaogv.org
You can also follow us on Twitter,
Facebook and YouTube!

